Leading Worship for Your Homegroup

1.   Pick songs that tie in with the theme of the passage if possible.  If you have time, do the homegroup study a few days before you meet and begin to think about what themes are brought up.  (Some themes are easier to connect to than others!)  What does the passage teach us about God? What response does the text beg from us?  Is there a song that might help your group express an appropriate response?

- Does the text center on God’s holiness, power, glory, etc.?  Try to pick a song or two that have that theme as well.

- Does the text call for repentance?  Obedience?  Thankfulness?  What songs might give expression to these?

2.  Eliminate distractions.   As far as you are able, do what you can to help people focus on singing.

- Tune your guitar beforehand.  Practice playing and singing.  If you can’t play and sing well at the same time, find someone to help you do one or the other.

3.  Help your group transition in mind and spirit. Think through when you want to sing during the evening and how you’ll make this transition.  (Especially if you are singing at the beginning of your time.  It can be difficult to go from dessert and informal conversation to a focused time of worship!) 

-Will you use silence?  

- Invite some people to pray for your time together that evening?  

- Move from the study directly into song?  Will you have to break the flow by getting your guitar out of the case, tuning, finding a pick, etc? Be ready before the meeting begins.

4.  Help your group pray the songs.  Think about why we sing together… it’s not just a bonding exercise!  Hopefully we are using songs that both inform our minds and lift our hearts.  Our songs should either lead us to prayer by causing us to think about some truth about God/ our salvation/ our need/ etc or give us words that become our prayer.  The songs we sing are vehicles to move our minds and hearts to God.  So use them accordingly!


- Allow people time to think about what they’re singing.  Let them read the lyrics beforehand.

- After singing a dense theological song, ask the group to use lines from the song as spring boards into prayer.

- Use specific Scriptures that have informed the lyrics of a song (either direct citations or allusions) to guide your group in prayer.

5.  Allow input.  Give the folks in your homegroup an opportunity to sing songs that are meaningful to them.  Perhaps each week a member of the group could pick a song that is a favorite and share what they like about it.  Or if you need time to learn them, ask the group members what some of their favorite songs are and sing them over the next weeks.  What lyric is especially captivating to them?
6.  Use other means of worship besides songs.  Find well written prayers.  (If you need help finding some, just ask and I can point you to some great resources.)  Play a song on CD or a movie clip that leads to reflection on biblical truth.  Visual art may help your group engage both mind and emotions with truth and beauty from God.  Other ideas?

7.  Keep the triune God the focus.  
Christian worship is always God-centered.  Celebrating and affirming the greatness of God is the essence of worship.  Don’t get side tracked from what is fundamental.

- The glory of God is seen most clearly in Christ.  “Get him up!”

- Recognize our dependence on God’s Spirit for spiritual understanding.  Plead together for the Spirit’s work in revealing the glory of Christ who is the image of God!

