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Advent

Introduction

And the Word became esh and dwelt among us,
and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son
from the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 1:14

Have you ever noticed how a change in the seasons affects your mood and
provokes your memory? The long shadows of autumn take us back to some
good memories of being with our friends on the playground in elementary
school. Shorter days keep us indoors for more hours of the evening and this
brings back a memory of time with our family as we were growing up. The
green hills of Santa Barbara in early winter give us a sense of anticipation and
longing for the full-bloomed brightness of spring. The fog of June makes us
realize that the heat of summer is just around the corner.

As the planet earth has a seasonal calendar, so also does the church.
Throughout the history of the Christian Church the cycle of the liturgical year
was and is instrumental in teaching the biblical stories of God s redemptive
work in the world to a people who might otherwise forget the great acts of God.

The Advent season marks the beginning of the ecclesiastical year. Advent
begins the 4th Sunday before Christmas and culminates in the celebration of
the birth of Christ. And Advent is only the beginning. Advent looks forward
to Lent, a time to anticipate the cruci xion of the God-man Jesus. The Lenten
season culminates with Holy Week and Easter Sunday. But that is not the end
either. Following Easter, the church looks forward to Ascension Sunday and,

nally, Pentecost Sunday (Acts 2). Then the cycle begins again the following
year.
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The celebration of Advent is not a biblical mandate, but rather a helpful
reminder of who we are and whose we are. The Apostle Paul tells us we have
been bought with a price by this Jesus who became a baby and was born in
Bethlehem (1 Corinthians 6:20). Advent begins to explain how great a price
Jesus paid for our purchase.

The word Advent comes from the Latin adventus, meaning coming or arrival.
The focus of the season is upon the birth of Jesus in his First Advent and the
future return of Christ in his Second Advent. The biblical Greek term for the
second advent of Jesus is parousia which usually means presence but can also
mean coming or arrival. When we recognize Advent, therefore, we are not only
mindful of the First and Second Advents of our savior, but also his unique and
powerful presence in our lives today. A focus on the past and the future must
affect our lives in the here and now.

Celebration, Anticipation, Self-Examination

Advent is a time of celebration. The in nite God of the universe became one
of us that we might know him. Jesus came that we might know our heavenly
Father. He was born in a far away land into the humblest of circumstances for
the express purpose of redeeming the world from sin and reconciling humanity
to himself. Advent is a celebration of the incarnation of Christ. And the
incarnation cannot be separated from the Cruci xion. The baby Jesus was born
under the shadow of the cross. He not only came to teach, heal and perform
wonders, but also to suffer, die, rise again, and ascend to the Father. The
incarnation is the bridge from death into life. This is cause for celebration!

But the Advent season is also a time of anticipation. The Old Testament
prophets, with eager anticipation, foretold the coming of the Messiah. In the
New Testament their visions and signs were con rmed in the birth of Jesus of
Nazareth. Advent is a time of longing and hope as we prepare our hearts for
the Second Coming of our Lord.

As we stand between the ages, between the First and the Second Advent of
our Lord, this season should also be a time of self-examination. We are called
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to re ect upon our relationship with the Lord and his mighty and merciful
presence in our lives. Itis a time to prepare ourselves for his glorious return to
judge the living and the dead.

Hope, Peace, Joy, Love

The Advent season is lled with meaningful symbolism. We will be celebrating
each week by the lighting of the Advent wreath. For each of the four weeks
there will be four corresponding candles on the wreath. Each candle represents
a biblical theme. This Advent season will follow the themes of hope, peace,
joy, and love. In the center of the wreath will be a fth candle, the Christ
candle, which we will light on Christmas Eve to mark the Messiah s arrival.
Christ came that we might experience these wonderful bene ts of the cross.
Yet we wait in eager anticipation for the full realization of the hope, peace, joy
and love that he offers. Therefore let us not only say Merry Christmas, but may
we cry, Maranatha, Lord come quickly!

Our Plan

This year, we will be looking at four succinct statements the New Testament
writers make about the messiah who was born in Bethlehem, asking how these
statements lead us to hope, peace, joy and love.

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 1 Timothy 2:15

We have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens
Hebrews 4:14

And you shall call his name Jesus. Luke 1:31
God sent his only Son into the world. 1 John 4:9

Teaching Dates
November 27th Hope page 5
December 4th Peace page 9
December 11th Joy page 15
December 18th Love page 21
Family Resources page 27
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Hope!

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners

Week One: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners
1 Timothy 2:15

Depending on your worldview, hope is either an indispensible pillar of life or a
great tease. For instance, theologian Emil Brunner once remarked, What oxygen
is to the lungs, such is hope to the meaning of life. On the other hand, atheist
thinker Friedrich Nietzsche suggested, Hope is the worst of evils, for it prolongs
the torment of man.

The Apostle Paul would likely have contended that your position on hope
depends largely upon the object of your hope. In this thankful passage from
his letter to Timothy, Paul considers the great hope of the Christian faith and
marvels at the mercy of God extended to sinners.
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Read 1 Timothy 1:12-17, making a note of anything that stands out to you.

1:12 Paul begins with the title, Christ Jesus our Lord. What does the lordship of
Christ mean to you? What are some areas of your life in which you nd the rule
of Jesus dif cult?

1:13 How does Paul describe himself in verse 13?

In the book of Acts, we read of a young believer named Stephen who boldly
confessed Christ before the vengeful Sanhedrin. Read Acts 7:54 8:3. How does
this story illustrate what Paul (previously known as Saul) claims in 1 Timothy
1:13?

From our way of thinking, Saul would make an unlikely candidate to become
a prominent ambassador of Jesus Christ. But, from God s perspective, Saul s
past rdsum@ mattered little. John Stott comments on this passage, Humanly
speaking, there was no hope for someone as malicious and aggressive as he
was. But he was not beyond the mercy of God?

1 John RW. Stott, The Message of 1 Timothy and Titus, 1996, p. 51.
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Think about your own life from the world s perspective. What are some of the
things in your life either past or present that would make you an unlikely
candidate to be God s child?

1:13-14 How did God respond to Paul, the blaspheming and violent persecutor
of the church? What does this reveal to you about God s character?

1:15 This is the climax of the passage and the heart of the gospel; Christ
Jesus came into the world to save sinners. When did this truth rst nd full
acceptance in your life? What difference has this made in your life?

Advent reminds us that we cannot separate Christmas and Easter. The hope of
Christmas is the cruci ed Christ. The One that the angels heralded would be the
One that the disciples abandoned. The One that the shepherds adored would
be the One that the crowds reviled. The baby in the manger would become the
man upon the cross. Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.
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How does Christ s mission to save sinners answer humanity s need for hope?

1:16 Here, Paul re ects on why he was shown mercy despite his shameful
past. What was God s motivation in extending mercy to Paul? How have you
experienced the patience of God in your life?

1:17 After considering all that God has done for a rebel such as him, Paul
concludes with a beautiful statement of praise and gratitude that sheds light on
the ultimate goal and purpose of salvation. How does salvation of sinners result
in honor and glory for God?

How does the story of Paul s salvation strengthen your hope? How does it
embolden your prayers? How does it inform your view of those who have yet
to accept salvation?

Take some time to write your own expression of praise to our great God.
Re ect on your own sinfulness and thank him for the mercy and grace he has
extended to you.
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Peace!

We have a great high priest...

Week Two: Hebrews 4:1-16

We have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens Hebrews 4:14

The second Advent candle is the candle of Peace. We might take it for granted
that we are at peace with God. Henry David Thoreau, for example, was asked at
the end of his life if he was at peace with God and he responded, | didn t know
we had a quarrel.

In fact, every man and woman and child has a quarrel with God. Our sins have
separated us from a holy God. The sinful mind is hostile toward God and God
is deeply provoked by our sin and rebellion. The Scriptures are embarrassingly
clear. Left to ourselves, we are not at peace with God!
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