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Study One:  Luke 17:20-37

Now and Not Yet
In Luke 17:20-37, Jesus is talking about the kingdom of God in 
response to a question of the Pharisees.  These pious religious 
leaders want to know when the kingdom of God would come.  
As Jesus often does in the gospels, he takes a question, often 
veering, as an opportunity to teach. Read Luke 17:20-37.  What 
stands out to you?  What is unclear?  What initial questions do 
you have of this passage?

Notice how our passage divides into two sections.  

Verses 20-21 � Jesus addresses the Pharisees 

Verses 22-37 � Jesus addresses his disciples

In verses 20-21, the Pharisees ask a question of Jesus.  What do they want to know about the kingdom of God?

What is Jesus� answer to their question?

The Pharisees and many of their followers were looking forward to the arrival of an outward, tangible, earthly, visible 
kingdom.  There was a hope for a literal return of David�s monarchy and liberation from the tyranny of Roman 
oppression.  The ministry of Jesus did not exactly look like what they were expecting.  In verse 21, Jesus is saying that 
the kingdom is already here!  The kingdom is not some future event but is here now.
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Luke 17:21, is one of the more important verses in the New Testament about the kingdom of God.  In fact, God�s 
own King is here now!  Translations of verse 21 vary a little in their struggle to capture the essence of Jesus� words.

kingdom of God is in your midst (NIV)

kingdom of God is in your midst (NASB)

kingdom of God is already among you (NLT)

kingdom of God is within you (1984 NIV, KJV)

kingdom of God is within you (NKJV)

God�s reign is in your midst  (Gundry)

It is obvious from these words of Jesus that the time of the kingdom is now.  It is not a future event that is coming 
but rather a present reality found in Jesus.  Pastor Kent Hughes says, In Jesus Christ we � nd the kingdom of God.  
All that we know or need to know about God�s kingdom is found in Christ. (Hughes, 2, p. 176)  How have you 
experienced what Jesus is talking about in verse 21?  What does it mean for you that the kingdom of God is in your midst?

Commentator Darrell Bock makes the point that the thinking of the Pharisees about the kingdom of God would 
need to change in light of Jesus� words.

Jesus begins his reply by noting that the kingdom does not come with signs to be observed.  This remark is 
important, because Jesus is challenging the idea that the kingdom is marked by some cosmic display.  The 
Pharisees� expectations need changing.  They will not need to point here and there and announce that they 
have found it, because the kingdom is in their midst or within their reach.  Jesus� point is that the kingdom 
hope is present in his presence.  All efforts to try and determine where it might be located are a waste of 
energy, given its proximity.  (Bock, p. 451)

Does anything need to change in your thinking about the where and when of God�s kingdom?  If so, what needs to 
change?  

The focus of Jesus� comments now shifts from the Pharisees to his disciples in verses 22-37.  In answering the 
Pharisees� question, an opportunity presents itself for Jesus to give his disciples some more instruction on the 
kingdom.  Having just said that the kingdom of God is here now, in the midst of you, Jesus goes on to describe the 
future of the kingdom and the future coming of the Son of Man.1 When the Son of Man comes, it will be a day of 
judgment. 
1  The Son of Man is Jesus� favorite way of referring to himself.  He uses this self-designation over 80 times in the Gospels.  It is a 

messianic title that looks back to the mysterious human-divine � gure called one like a son of man described in Daniel 7:13-14.  
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In verses 22-37, what does Jesus say about his return and the coming judgment?

To what is Jesus referring in verse 25?  Why does he have to suffer many things?  (see Isaiah 53:2-3; Luke 9:22, 
24:45-47)

Jesus uses some Old Testament stories to help make his point about how the coming of the Son of Man will take 
place.  How is Jesus using these stories?  What is his point?

days of Noah (Genesis 6-9)

days of Lot (Genesis 19)

The people of Noah�s day and Lot�s day were engaged in the ordinary affairs of life:  going to work, eating, drinking, 
AYSO games, watching television, playing with their iPhone, and investing in the stock market.  At one level, there 
was and is nothing wrong with that.  What was wrong, and is wrong, is when our minds and hearts are entirely 
absorbed in these pursuits.  When we live self-centered, self-absorbed lives, it so marginalizes God that for all 
practical purposes he ceases to exist for us.  

Jesus points out that we need to consider Lot�s wife in verse 32.  What happened to Lot�s wife?  

After the illustration of Lot�s wife Jesus says, Whoever seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses his 
life will keep it (v. 33).  In our study of Luke�s gospel we have previously looked at this statement of Jesus (with 
slightly different phraseology).  Remind yourself again of what Jesus meant when he said this.  Be very practical in 
answering this question.  What is one way you speci� cally can apply it to your life?
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Our passage ends with two more brief illustrations.  Two people, whether in bed or grinding grain, will be separated.  
The picture is of the division of the righteous from the unrighteous. How does verse 37 give a rather grotesque 
picture of how this separation ends?

Bob Gundry helps us to see what is happening in this sober warning.

Vultures are attracted to a carcass that has been left.  And in the stories of Noah and Lot, recently alluded 
to in 17:26-29, 32, those who were left suffered God�s judgment.  So Jesus is saying that on the day of 
his revelation, there will be a separation in which disciples will be taken so as to be spared judgment, as 
were Noah and Lot; and nondisciples will be left as carrion that attracts the vultures, representing divine 
judgment.  (Gundry, p. 310)

Think about your life.  How do you know that you will not be the one left in bed or grinding grain?  What is the basis 
of your security?  As a homegroup remind each other why believers need not fear God�s wrath and judgment.  Be 
ready to share verses from the Bible that encourage you in this regard.

In Luke 17:20-37, we have seen that the kingdom of God is both now and not yet.   The kingdom is a present reality 
and an anticipated future.  As we live between the � rst and second coming of Jesus, Christians enjoy the blessing of 
knowing Christ, and his indwelling Holy Spirit now, but look forward to the fullness of this blessing in the future.  In 
light of this spiritual reality, how should the believer be living as we wait for the coming of the Son of Man?  
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Praying the Passage: Luke 17:20-37
� Give thanks for how the kingdom is already here! Speak scriptures to one another about what God has 

already done, such as giving us new birth into a living hope, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead (1Peter 1:3-9) or making us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions 
(Ephesians 2:4-9).

� Add to these scriptural proclamations praises for the speci� c ways the kingdom has come in history and in 
our lives. Consider and remember how God has forgiven our sins and healed our diseases (Psalm 103:3). 
Give testimony to the miraculous. As you proclaim/remember these things, consider repeating Luke 18:21b 
as a litany:

The kingdom of God is among you.

� Spend some time telling God and each other about the not yet of the kingdom. Tell Him what we long 
for (Luke 18:22), such as seeing that day when the grave has no � nal victory and death has no sting 
(1Corinthians 15:55).  Ask God for grace and help in trials as we wait. 

� Confess the things that preoccupy and distract us from the kingdom, such as eating and drinking, buying 
and selling, planting and building. (Luke 17:28) Pray that we would know that the kingdom of God is not a 
matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit (Romans 14:17).

� Pray for each other by name, that you would lose your life to save it (Luke 17:33) and be ready for Christ�s 
return.

� Pray for those alongside whom we work and live (Luke 17:30-36), that they too, would accept the Son of 
Man, and be ready for His return. 

� Finish by reciting aloud together the Lord�s (disciples�) prayer:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it 
is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. Lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil, for yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever. 
Amen. (Matthew 6:9-11)
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Study Two:  Luke 18:18-30

The Rich Ruler

How we handle and relate to our money is a big deal.  It is both a practical life issue and a spiritual issue.  It has 
to do with our salvation.  Jesus talked a lot about money, and Luke�s gospel in particular records numerous 

discussions about wealth and the related issue of generosity.1 
One of the more famous passages in the gospels on wealth 
is Luke 18:18-30 and Jesus� conversation with a rich ruler.  We 
know from Matthew�s gospel (Matthew 19:22) that this rich 
man was also a young man.  Many commentators think he 
may also have been an important civil magistrate.  

The Pharisees often asked Jesus questions in an effort to trap 
him.  His reply to such questions was frequently hard-hitting 
and confrontational.  Jesus knew they were disingenuous and 
insincere. Here, however, the rich ruler appears to be very 
sincere in his question.  

Read Luke 18:18-30.  Many of those working through this study will be familiar with this story and, as a result, may 
be tempted to breeze over the text with a casual con� dence.  Slow down and try to actually read the text in a fresh 
way. Look for details.  Try to understand what is at stake in this conversation.  Take some preliminary notes as to 
what is clear, unclear, and what questions you have of this story.

How does the rich man address Jesus?  

Before getting to the issue of riches, Jesus responds with a question of his own. The rich ruler describes Jesus as 
good.  It seems to be a teachable moment.  Jesus asks, Why do you call me good?  No one is good except God 
alone (v. 19). What is the point of Jesus� question in verse 19?

1  These are some of the many passages in Luke�s gospel that address the issue of wealth and generosity.  3:11; 5:11; 6:23-26, 34-36; 8:3, 
14; 10:33-35; 11:42; 12:13-21, 33-34; 14:12-14, 33; 16:1-14, 19-31; 18:22; 19:8.
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The rich ruler asks the most important question a person can ask.  What must I do to inherit eternal life?  What is 
Jesus� initial response in verse 20?  

This rich ruler, at least by his own estimation, had been faithful in obeying the Old Testament commandments.  
According to Jesus, (v. 22) what is the one thing he still lacked? What does Jesus tell him he should do?

The external countenance of the young ruler tells the story.  How did his face convey his response to the request of 
Jesus?

The Bible�s teaching on wealth is challenging and never simplistic or easily reduced to a formula.  Many passages 
in the Old Testament teach that wealth is a blessing from God, while others take the rich to task for their lack of 
generosity.  Our passage requires us to consider Jesus� view of wealth.  Look at the statements below where Jesus 
talks about money, including the Luke passages we have already studied.  Refresh your memory.  Write down 
principles you � nd.

Matthew 6:19-21

Luke 12:13-21

Luke 16:13

Luke 16:19-31
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What is the issue that Jesus is getting at here with the young ruler?  Is the point of Jesus� words about a money issue 
or a heart issue?  What is the relationship between our money and our heart?

With the picture of a camel that can�t squeeze through the eye of a needle (v. 25), Jesus gives what Bob Gundry 
calls, a humorously ironic hyperbole. (Gundry, p. 314)  The point is that it is really dif� cult for the rich to enter the 
kingdom of God.1  Why is it so hard for rich people to be saved and know God?  How have you seen this principle at 
work in the lives of others?  How about your own life?

With wealth often comes power, self-suf� ciency and at times arrogance.  Read 1Timothy 6:3-10, 17.  According to 
these verses why is wealth dangerous?  Look again at 1Timothy 6:17 and pay special attention to the words, arrogant
and hope.  How does this verse help you to understand Luke 18 and the rich ruler? 

Commenting on Luke 18:18-30 Pastor Kent Hughes makes this point.  Ponder and respond.

We need to hear what Jesus was really saying, and to hear it well: wealth is a handicap!  We think the rich 
to be overprivileged.  Jesus said they were underprivileged.   . . . There is a proper fear of being rich.  There 
are disadvantages to having wealth � primarily what it can do to the soul. How easy it is for an earnest man 
or woman to become attached to material riches that he or she forgets what is in� nitely more important.  
Wealth can pervert one�s values.  We soon know the price of everything and the value of nothing.  (Hughes, 
2, p. 208)

1  Some commentators have had a � eld day with Jesus� statement, For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for 
a rich person to enter the kingdom of God!  It has been suggested that, The Needle�s Eye, might have been a narrow gate that was an 
entrance to Jerusalem or that some manuscripts have rope instead of camel.  It is best to take the statement for what it is.  Jesus is using 
an illustration to shock us.
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Is this passage a call for all Christians to embrace a life of asceticism, giving up all their worldly wealth?  Does Luke 18 
teach that salvation is found in an empty bank account?  

How do these words of Jesus to the rich man speak to you personally?  What practical steps can you take to apply 
the principles in this passage?  How are you tempted to squirm out from under the weight of what Jesus says?

At one level our passage for this study is about money. But it is about much more than just wealth.  Notice the key 
words in our text.

Eternal life (v. 18)

Treasure in heaven (v. 22)

Enter the kingdom of God (vv. 24, 25, 29)

Who can be saved? (v. 26)

Eternal life (v. 30)

What else is Jesus trying to teach in this passage?  How are the issues of wealth, money, power, self-suf� ciency, and 
salvation in Jesus related?

Peter and the disciples are very concerned about their own salvation and eternal life (vv. 26-30).  What comfort does 
Jesus give to his perplexed followers?  How does his answer comfort you?

What practical steps will you take in your Christian life this week as a result of having spent time in Luke 18:18-30?



Studies in Luke 11Two

Praying the Passage:  Luke 18:18-30
� As we encounter the �hard sayings of Jesus,� as in this passage, tell Jesus that He alone has the words of 

eternal life, and that we can and will go to no one else (John 6:68-69). Tell God our intention to trust and 
obey His word, rather than go away sad as the ruler did. 

� Confess the weakness of your faith, your fears, your attachment to material or other earthly things, your 
besetting sins, and your struggle to yield them to God. Consider encouraging one another in these things 
by repeating aloud verse 27:

What is impossible with men is possible with God.

� Pray that the Jesus� instruction about money in this passage would become to us an easy yoke and a light 
burden (Matthew 11:28-30) as we embrace it. Thank Him that His commands are not burdensome (1John 
5:3)!

� Pray for each other to lose your life so you may save it.  Pray over dif� cult circumstances that have resulted 
from following Christ (e.g., singleness because you will marry only a Christ-worshipping person). Ask Jesus 
to make real to you the promises in verses 29-30.

� Pray for those who may be reluctant to answer God�s call because of concerns about money�that they 
would trust Jesus to supply their needs.  Ask God to raise up a generation of laborers for the harvest, who 
will ful� ll the great commission without stumbling over money.

� Pray for our missionaries and many of our own local pastors, who have sacri� ced higher paying careers for 
the sake of the gospel, that God would abundantly supply their needs according His riches in Christ Jesus. 

� Pray for the persecuted church to be strengthened with a conviction that eternal rewards will far outweigh 
their temporal sacri� ces. 
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Study Three:  Luke 18:31-43

Getting Closer

As Jesus travels to Jerusalem the end is getting closer.  Undoubtedly his thoughts were on the suffering he 
would soon endure.  Jesus is preparing for what lies ahead.  He is also preparing his disciples for his death and 

resurrection. His statement in Luke 18:31-34 about what will transpire could not have been clearer or more direct.  

Read Luke 18:31-43.  Write down some initial thoughts and questions you have of this passage.  Give some thought 
to the connection between Jesus� announcement of his imminent death 
and resurrection and the miracle of the blind man�s restored sight.  What is 
the relationship between this announcement and the miracle?

In verses 31-34, Jesus once again plainly predicts his death.  This is the 
sixth direct allusion to his death in Luke�s gospel and the fourth passage to 
mention the Son of Man dying (9:22, 44; 17:25).  Review these other times 
that Jesus has talked about his death.  What do you see in these passages?  
What is unique about Luke18:31-34 in comparison to the scriptures listed 
below?

Luke 5:35

Luke 9:22

Luke 9:44-45

Luke 12:49-50

Luke 13:32-33

Luke 17:25
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As Jesus heads to Jerusalem, it is obvious that nothing catches him off guard.  He is on a mission.  He came to ful� ll 
what was written about the Son of Man by the prophets.  The events that are about to occur were a part of God�s 
design.  The cross was planned. After Jesus� resurrection, the disciples looked back on his death.  How does the fact 
that God planned his death change how the disciples understood Jesus� death? 

How does this fact inform how you understand the death of Jesus?  What difference does it make that his death was 
planned?

The disciples simply don�t understand what Jesus is saying or what will happen in Jerusalem.  They probably 
reasoned in their minds, He doesn�t literally mean he will die and rise again!  When you think about it, this is pretty 
amazing.  They have been with Jesus for three years, night and day, his passion in Jerusalem is days away, and they 
still don�t get what is about to occur.  Why is this the case?  Why was what Jesus must do hidden from them and 
beyond their grasp?

Respond to this comment from Darrell Bock about the disciple�s blindness. 

The text reveals how we are sometimes slow to see what God is doing, because our expectations prevent 
us from seeing it. No doubt part of the disciples� problem was their expectation of seeing something instant 
and awesome from Jesus in coming to set up the kingdom.  The blind spot of false expectations caused 
them to pass by the dif� cult moments of his ministry.  We sometimes handle God�s promises similarly and 
create an imbalance in expectations.  (Bock, p. 475)

Have there been times in your life that your spiritual expectations have blinded you from seeing what God is doing?  
Give examples.
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Try to picture in your mind the scene described in verses 35-43.  Jericho is seventeen miles from Jerusalem, seven 
hundred feet below sea level, and often very hot. As Jesus and his disciples make their way to Jerusalem to observe 
Passover, they are most likely joined by other pilgrims. For the blind beggar, the day probably began like any other 
day of his life (Mark�s gospel identi� es this blind man as Bartimaeus, Mark 10:46-51).  But soon everything would 
change in his life.  

Notice that twice the blind beggar cries out, Son of David.  This is the only time in Luke�s gospel that someone 
addresses Jesus with this title.  What does it mean that Jesus is the Son of David?  Why is this important at this point 
in Luke�s story?

The people try to hush up the loud cries of the blind beggar.  Why do they rebuke him and tell him to be silent? 

In Luke�s gospel, miracles often point to deeper spiritual realities.  This miracle, of the blind beggar receiving his 
sight, is a picture of how faith leads to spiritual restoration.  How are blindness and sight an illustration of our 
spiritual state?  
 

Look at the verses listed below.  How do they help you see how blindness and sight teach us about the gospel 
message?

Matthew 11:4-6

Matthew 23:16, 17, 19, 24

Mark 10:51-52

John 9:1-41 (give special attention to vv. 35-41)
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Describe what it was like for you to be spiritually blind before you had faith in Christ.   

Now describe what it was like when you received your spiritual sight.  Was it gradual or sudden?  

Look at verses 35-42 one more time.  What was required of the blind beggar to gain his sight?  What are the steps 
for any of us to gain our spiritual sight?

As a homegroup spend some time rejoicing in the gift of being able to see Jesus Christ!

Praying the Passage: Luke 18:31-43
� Praise God that the Scriptures are trustworthy, and that all will be ful� lled (v. 31)!

� Praise God for Jesus, who willingly endured death on a cross for our sake (vv. 31-32)!  Praise God that Jesus 
was raised (v. 33).

� Confess that like the disciples, we are slow to understand God�s purposes and plans. Confess ways in which 
we subtly skip over the cross of Jesus�and the cross we may be called to carry�and jump straight to His 
triumph. 

� Confess that we are prone to spiritual blindness just as the disciples were (v. 34).

� Pray for one another, that God would open our eyes to spiritual realities (Ephesians 1:18), just as He 
opened the eyes of the blind beggar. 

� Boldly pray for God to intervene supernaturally in each other�s lives in your homegroup, whether it be for 
healing or for other needs. Consider repeating verse 38b as a litany:

Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me. 

� Pray for those we know who are blind to Jesus, that God would grant them repentance and new life. 

� Just as the passage ends with praise, end your time praising God for ways He has heard your prayers. 
Consider � nishing with a song or hymn of praise, such as Great is Thy Faithfulness, or Forever. 
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Study Four:  Luke 19:1-10

Jesus and the Little Guy (Zacchaeus)
Zacchaeus was a wee little man
And a wee little man was he.
He climbed way up in a sycamore tree,
For the Lord he wanted to see. . .

So goes part of a song many children are taught before they can even 
pronounce this fellow�s name.  The story of Zacchaeus is one of those 

immortal Sunday School stories that has been told and re-told throughout 
the history of the church.  Jesus� long, unhurried journey to Jerusalem is 
about to come to its conclusion.  Jericho is the last stop before the City of 
David, and Zacchaeus is the last personal conversation we hear between 
Jesus and another during this journey which began in Luke 9:51.

Zacchaeus is a thrice hated person.  First, he is a tax collector, and not only 
that, the text tells us he was a chief tax collector. Zacchaeus has other tax 
collectors working for him.  They extort what taxes they can and turn over the proceeds to Zacchaeus . Zacchaeus 
then gives to Rome what Rome requires and keeps the rest of the money as his own.  This means he was at the 
top of the economic pyramid.  Second, Jericho is a wealthy city in its own right and the city was at the crossroads of 
several travel routes through Israel. The tax business must have been robust.  Third, he is short.  As strange as it may 
seem to our sensibilities, people with physical abnormalities in � rst century Israel were shamed and scorned.  It is 
safe to say, Zacchaeus was a hated man.

Before going any further in this study, read these ten verses.  Make notes of the details Luke includes in this story 
(who, what, where, when, why, etc.).  What questions come to your mind as you read?  

Examine the context of the Zacchaeus story.  It comes after two other personal-encounter stories.  First, we have the 
story of the rich ruler (18:18-30), and then the story of the poor, blind beggar (18:35-43).  How does the story of 
Zacchaeus relate to these other two?
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Luke 19:4  
Notice the earnestness and humility of Zacchaeus to get to Jesus.  He is a rich man and he does two things that 
would have required losing face among the people of Jericho.  What are those two things?  Did you have to humble 
yourself before your friends, family, and colleagues in order to get to Jesus?  What was that like?  Share with your 
homegroup.

Luke 19:5-6  
Notice the sequence of verbs in these verses (looked, said, hurried, came down, received).  How do these verbs 
describe the process of salvation?  Who does the looking?  Who speaks?  Etcetera.

Luke 19:5  
It has been pointed out that this is the only place in the Gospels where Jesus goes to a house uninvited.  Christ 
sometimes comes to those who do not seek him. (Ryle, p. 243)

Compare Isaiah 65:1.  What does this teach us about the love of God?

Luke 19:6  
How does Zacchaeus receive Jesus?  Describe the similarity or dissimilarity of your experience with Christ.

Luke 19:8 
This verse is remarkable.  What happens to Zacchaeus when Jesus comes to his house?
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The Old Testament law did not require Zacchaeus� generosity.  Restitution was to consist of the original debt plus 
20% (see Leviticus 5:6; Numbers 5:7).  When Zacchaeus says, If I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it 
fourfold, he is promising to divest himself of a huge amount of his wealth. Zacchaeus had made his living defrauding 
everyone in his path.

Compare Jesus� words in Luke 18:24-25 with the story of Zacchaeus.  What do we learn when we put 18:24-25 next 
to 19:9? 

We learn from 19:8 that converted sinners will always give evidence of their conversion. (Ryle, p. 242)

What is the evidence of your conversion?  Have you had to make restitution to anyone since you have been 
converted?

Luke 19:9  
Literally this verse reads, Today salvation has taken place in this house.  

As Gundry writes, 

The salvation has �taken place� because it�s an event. And it�s an event in that Jesus� coming has effected it, 
almost as though through his coming into the house is the event of salvation. (Gundry, p. 316)  

Describe what it was like when Jesus came to your house.

Zacchaeus was hindered in his effort to see Jesus by his physical stature.  What hinders you from seeing Jesus?
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J. C. Ryle, commenting on this section of Luke, marvels over the great good news of God�s love and forgiveness.  
Read, enjoy, and give God thanks as you read the following quotation:

The door of hope which the Gospel reveals to sinners is open very wide.  Let us leave it open, as we � nd 
it; let us not attempt, in narrow-minded ignorance, to shut it.  We should never be afraid to maintain that 
Christ is able to save completely (Hebrews 7:25) and that the vilest sinners may be freely forgiven if they 
will only come to him.  We should offer the Gospel boldly to the worst and wickedest and say, �There is 
hope.  Only repent and believe. �Though your sins are scarlet, they shall be white as snow; though they are 
crimson, they shall be like wool�� (Isaiah 1:18).

Zacchaeus would have been thought of as one of those completely outside the scope of Jesus� ministry and 
message.  Here we � nd a hardened, greedy, sel� sh man that no one would have expected to respond to Jesus.  Do 
you have a friend or a family member like Zacchaeus?  Spend some time as a homgroup praying that Jesus will 
come to that person�s house.  Ask God for what seems impossible.

He looked up in that tree
And He said, �Zacchaeus, you come down!
For I�m going to your house today
For I�m going to your house to stay.

Praying the Passage: Luke 19:1-10
� Praise God that He saves all kinds�tax collectors, artists, engineers, rich, poor, educated, uneducated, short 

people and tall people!  Thank God speci� cally for the salvation stories of your own homegroup. Consider 
repeating verse 9a as a litany:

Today, salvation has come to this house.

� Confess any prejudice you may feel toward individuals or people groups that, like Zacchaeus the tax 
collector, may seem to you unlikely to receive the Son of God. 

� Let the earnestness of Zacchaeus inspire you to dedicate yourself and all you have to God anew. Tell God 
your intentions to serve and honor Him just as Zacchaeus did in verse 19:8. Ask him to reveal to you if 
there is anything for which He wants you to make restitution, as Zacchaeus did. 

� Pray for this good news to spread to the lost (v. 10).  Pray for your friends, family, circle of in� uence, and 
your city.  Let your prayers expand to people groups and nations. Consider repeating verse 10 as a litany, as 
you petition Jesus to complete the work He began on earth through His people:

For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost.
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Study Five:  Luke 19:28-44 

The Triumphal Entry

In Luke 19:28, we � nd Jesus continuing to journey towards Jerusalem. Before this passage is over, he will be within 
the city walls beginning the last week of his life. Jesus has been steadily making his way to Jerusalem, stopping off 

at Jericho where he heals a blind beggar and meets Zacchaeus.  Now, in this passage, Jesus arrives at Bethany where 
he stops at the Mount of Olives. 

The Mount of Olives is a favorite place for Jesus.  We can only wonder 
if Jesus stops here to take in the beauty, to pray, or to consider all that 
is before him. In Jesus� day, this mount would have been covered with 
olive orchards and rich with fruit. Today, it is a rocky, desolate hill outside 
Jerusalem. It is from this beautiful olive grove that Jesus sends the disciples 
to retrieve a colt from the city, and from here that he will descend into the 
city for what we call The Triumphal Entry. It is here that Jesus will weep 
over Jerusalem, where he will deliver the Olivet Discourse, and here, in 
one short week, Jesus will return to pray with his disciples as they fall 
asleep.  It is from the Mount of Olives that Jesus will cry out to his Father, 
Not my will but yours be done. Finally, it will be from the Mount of Olives 
that Jesus will ascend into heaven some forty days after his resurrection. 

Read Luke 19:28-40 slowly. What parts of this passage stand out to you? 
What images impress you? Are there any confusing or puzzling verses? 

Jesus is Messiah
Jesus has spent the last three years teaching about the kingdom of God and performing miracles. Jesus enters 
Jerusalem as the messiah, the long awaited savior of Israel. Even so, he was not the kind of messiah that the Jews 
had been expecting. Most popular expectations believed that Messiah would be a revolutionary. The people were 
hoping for a political or military leader who would bring deliverance from the oppression of Rome. Few, if any, were 
looking for a messiah who would bring spiritual deliverance. 



Studies in Luke22 Five

In Christ, however, comes a messiah that is less than they expected but everything they needed. It is because Jesus 
doesn�t meet their expectation that he will be killed. 

What do you think the people were looking for in Messiah?  What are people looking for in a messiah today?

Why do you think his arrival in Jerusalem cost Jesus his life?

How do you still miss what Jesus is doing sometimes?

Up to this point, Jesus had not made a big case for messiahship, but now through the entry into Jerusalem on a colt, 
he will make it abundantly clear that this is exactly who he is. From this point on the prophecies begin to be ful� lled 
at an increasingly rapid pace. 

Read 19:30-34 

This is a miraculous event for both the disciples and the colt owners. How do you think you would have responded 
as either party?

For three years the disciples have witnessed Jesus performing miracles. They have just experienced him restoring 
sight to a blind man on their way to Bethany. In a few days, they will be instructed to go into the city, to � nd a man 
carrying a jug of water, to follow him, and to ask him where the room is in which the master may eat the Passover. 
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How did Jesus� followers respond to this request?  Why? 

With that background in mind, how do you think you would have responded? 

Prophecy Ful� lled
What might get lost in this passage is the fact that God had already prepared everything needed for Jesus to ful� ll 
the Messianic prophecy of Zechariah.  The colt is ready for Jesus to ride on.  The Greek word for colt is polos, and 
it denotes a particular type of donkey, speci� cally one of a particular age and maturity. This is not just any mangy 
mare� this is a young colt, a never ridden foal. Matthew tells us that it is so young, that when the disciples � nd it, it is 
still with its mother. You will � nd a donkey tied, and a colt with her. (Matthew 21:2)

This is important because it�s exactly how God, 500 years earlier through the prophet Zechariah, promised Messiah 
would come into Jerusalem. 

Read Zechariah 9:9.  How did Jesus� entry into Jerusalem ful� ll Zechariah 9:9?

Why do these details seem to matter so much to God?

What does the manner of Jesus� entry into Jerusalem tell us about the nature of his mission?  What is Jesus saying 
by the way he enters Jerusalem?
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Could Jesus have come into the city a different way?

If Jesus had come as they expected � in power and glory � what would have happened?

What does this passage teach us about how we should go about the Lord�s work?

Why do people begin to throw their cloaks down (v. 36)?

What are the people shouting in this passage? Why? (compare with Matthew 21:9)

Do not miss the high drama of the moment. Jesus of Nazareth, the outspoken country boy who had been a leader 
of peasants and working class people, is now coming into Jerusalem with the swelling shouts of Hosanna, Hosanna. 
Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory in the highest! (Matthew 21:19, 
Luke 19:38) 

In verse 39, the Pharisees are upset at the reception Jesus is receiving. Why are they so upset?
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How does Jesus respond to their request to silence the crowds?

Jesus Weeps 
Read verses 41-44. What does this say about Jesus? 

Contemplate and discuss what these verses reveal about�

Jesus� heart:

The hearts of those in Jerusalem:

The future of those over whom he weeps:

What should we learn for our own Christian lives from this passage?  What lessons are there for us as we live in a 
fallen world?  Spend time praying for one another in these areas.
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Praying the Passage: Luke 19:28-44
� Read out loud Zechariah 9:9-10 (again).  Praise God for the ful� llment of this prophecy here in Luke. Praise 

God that His words are true, and that He will ful� ll all.

� Praise God for the humility of God, not only in the incarnation, but in the manner of His coming into 
Jerusalem. Consider Him who made himself nothing (Philippians 2:6-8).

� Revere the coming King, by repeating verse 38, as you feel led, adding your own praises if you wish. If there 
are children in your group, you might invite them to join you in repeating verse 38:

Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!  Peace in heaven and glory in the highest! 

� Confess the ways that we, the church, like the Jews, have failed to recognize the time of His coming. 
Confess our preoccupation with earthly things, and our blindness to kingdom happenings and 
opportunities around us.  

� Pray for the church to be saturated in scripture and Spirit-� lled, that we might understand the signs of the 
times. Ask that we would be spared a judgment like the one Jerusalem suffered in the siege of 70AD.  Ask 
God to deal with our sin gently, to soften hearts, and to bring revival instead of judgment. 

� Ask God to prepare His bride worldwide, that Jesus may return and consummate history. 
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Study Six:  Luke 19:45-48

Jesus in the Temple
Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me. And the Lord whom you seek will 
suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight, behold, he is 
coming, says the Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he 
appears? For he is like a re� ner�s � re and like fullers� soap.   (Malachi 3:1-2)

The temple in Jerusalem was the center of Jewish worship.  The 
temple was the place where the people met with God.  It was to 
the temple that devout Jews were to travel three times annually.  
Each year the people would come for the Feast of Passover, the 
Feast of Pentecost, and the Feast of Tabernacles.  It was in the 
temple that sacri� ces were offered for the sins of the people.  
Again, the temple was the center of Israel�s life and worship.

King Solomon built the � rst temple in the 10th century BC.  That 
temple was destroyed by the Babylonians in the sixth century BC.   
The temple was rebuilt during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah 
some years later.  In the year 19BC, Herod the Great began a 

remodeling project that was still in process during the time of Jesus.  Herod�s project turned the temple area into 
one of the wonders of the ancient world.  For an artist�s representation of this magni� cent structure, see the ESV 
Study Bible, pp. 1924-1925.  The ESV Study Bible notes,

Herod�s Temple Mount was the focal point of Jerusalem during the time of Jesus. Sitting atop Jerusalem�s 
northeastern ridge, it occupied one-sixth of the city�s area. Under Herod the Great, the Temple Mount�s 
foundation was expanded to encompass approximately 1.5 million square feet (140,000 square meters). 
Its foundational walls were constructed using gigantic stones, the largest found being 45 feet long, 11.5 feet 
high, and 12 feet thick (13.7 m by 3.5 m by 3.7 m).

Architecturally the temple compound was a series of rectangles.  First there was the Court of the Gentiles.  Anyone 
could enter this court: Jews, Gentiles, men, and women.  Next was the Court of Women.  Both Jewish women and 
men could enter this court.  Next was the Court of the Israelites, which was reserved for Jewish men.  Then there 
was the Court of the Priests, reserved for priests alone who would perform the daily sacri� ces for the sins of the 
people.

Think about the role the temple in the life of Jesus.  

� It was near the inner sanctum, the Holy of Holies, where the angel Gabriel announced the birth of 
Messiah�s forerunner, John the Baptist (Luke 1:11-20).
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� In one of the courts of the temple, Simeon realized that he had seen the Lord�s Messiah when he saw 
the baby Jesus (Luke 2:29-32).

� It was in the temple that Jesus announces to his parents that he has a mission larger than playing his 
part as their son in Nazareth (Luke 2:49).

� Satan tempted Jesus by taking him, in a vision, to the highest point in the temple and dared him to 
jump so as to reveal his messianic powers before the proper time (Luke 4:9).

In Luke 19:45-48 it is probably Tuesday of the � nal week of Jesus� life.  Jesus has three days to live, and, as the 
passage reads, he entered the temple.  Why is this phrase signi� cant?

Read this short passage a few times.  Jot down any thoughts your initial reading brings to mind.

Now compare the slightly longer versions of this incident given in Matthew and Mark.  What do these writers add to 
Luke�s brief account?

Matthew 21:12-17 Mark 11:15-18

Clearly, this incident takes place in the Court of the Gentiles.  It was there that the temple, which God intended to be 
a place of sanctuary and prayer, had become a commercial market place.  Corruption and pro� t were the order of 
the day.  If people brought their own animals to be sacri� ced there was a good chance the priests would reject them 
as imperfect.  One had to buy an of� cial sacri� ce which was sold at a greatly in� ated price.
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Luke 19:45  
As Jesus enters the outer court what exactly does he do?  Does this surprise you?  How does this shape your 
understanding of Jesus?

Respond to the following quotation:

Now, Jesus is indeed the meekest, gentlest person who ever lived.  He himself said, truthfully, �for I am 
gentle and humble in heart� (Matthew 11:29), and also taught us, �Blessed are the meek, for they will 
inherit the earth� (Matthew 5:5).  But meekness is not weakness.  It is, rather, strength under control.  
Meekness has the strength not to defend oneself (Jesus when he went to the cross, for example).  But 
meekness will boldly defend others.  And on this occasion Jesus struck out in defense of the holiness of 
God the Father. (Hughes, 2, p. 247)

Is there ever a time for us to use similar tactics as we seek to advance the kingdom of God?  Explain.

Jesus explains his actions by citing two Old Testament passages� one from Isaiah and the other from Jeremiah.

Isaiah 56:7 is set in a prophecy which foretells of the time when all nations will come and worship in Jerusalem.  
Foreigners will come to Jerusalem to worship in the temple,

� for my house shall be called a house of prayer for all peoples. (Isaiah 56:7)

The second quotation comes from Jeremiah 7:11, but you have made it a den of robbers.  This comes from 
Jeremiah�s well-known Temple sermon, where he castigates the people of Jerusalem for their empty worship.  Their 
lives are full of sin, yet they come to the temple for worship thinking they are safe.  Jeremiah says, essentially, unless 
they repent they will endure the wrath of God.

With the above in mind, explain what Jesus is saying to those still left in the Court of the Gentiles?
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What does Jesus� action in the temple have to say to the church of the 21st century?  What does this passage say to 
us?  Respond to the following quotation:

If the Lord were to come into this world today and here and now, He would not go to Washington and 
assault political powers, He would go to the churches and He would attack the heretics and the hypocrites 
and the exploiters and the phonies and the fakes, and He would call for true worship of His Father. As 
long as things are wrong in the temple, then everything else is chaos. The measure of any society is its 
relationship to God. Worship is always the issue, always. Judgment has to begin at the house of God.1

Before the � nished work of Christ on the cross, the Jews went to the temple to meet with God.  After the work of 
Christ, we � nd that God meets us personally.  Paul will be so bold to say that our very body is a temple of God 
(1Corinthians 6:19), God dwells with us in the person of the Holy Spirit!  Elsewhere Paul refers to the church as the 
temple where God dwells (1Corinthians 3:16).  So let us personalize this passage.  What tables would Jesus overturn 
in our lives?  What money changers would he drive out of your outer court?  What preemptive action would Jesus 
take in our church?

As we noted above, Jesus is in the temple just days before he is executed by the people he came to save.  The 
biblical irony is dramatic. Compare the following verses and talk about them with your homegroup.  Explain the 
irony of what is taking place as Jesus cleanses the Court of the Gentiles.

Luke 20:17-18

John 2:13-222

1  From an unpublished sermon manuscript, John MacArthur, May 13, 2007.
2  In John�s Gospel, Jesus cleanses the temple at the very beginning of his ministry.
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Jesus was in the temple, but we learn on further re� ection, Jesus replaced the temple.  He is the temple.  He is the 
place where we meet and know God.  Jesus is the one who offers the only true sacri� ce.  And that sacri� ce is his 
own blood.  Talk about the following verses and then rejoice.  Pray, praise, give thanks.

Therefore, brothers, since we have con� dence to enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, by the new 
and living way that he opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his � esh, and since we have a 
great priest over the house of God, let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, with our 
hearts sprinkled clean from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. Let us hold fast 
the confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is faithful. And let us consider how to 
stir up one another to love and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but 
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.  (Hebrews 10:19-25)

Praying the Passage: Luke 19:45-48
� Praise God for His temple�Jesus Christ.  Read aloud Hebrews 10:19-25 if you haven�t already. Thank Him 

for the privilege of dwelling in Christ.  Declare the goodness of God�s house. Consider reading scriptures 
that declare this, such as Psalm 27: 4-6, or Psalm 84. 

� Praise God for the church, and how you have seen Him dwell among us in our own church and other local 
churches. 

� Confess the ways the church has not been the church.  Confess prayerlessness and preoccupation with 
consumerism and worldly concerns. Ask for God to restore Sabbath rest to the church, that we might carve 
out a day when we cease buying, selling, and striving, and focus on being still and knowing that He is God. 

� Pray for the teaching in the temple (v. 47), that our preachers and those of our local churches may speak as 
one speaking the very words of God as Jesus did, and that we would treasure and hang onto these words 
(v. 48).

� Pray for our church to be a house of prayer.  Ask that prayer would be central to our understanding of the 
church�s mission.  Pray for our corporate prayer meetings to over� ow! 

� Pray for each homegroup member to grow in intimacy with Christ through daily prayer.

� Practice being a house of prayer in your own homegroup.  Pray for each other by name, lifting up needs 
and concerns. Expand your prayers to the community and to the nations, praying all kinds of prayers for all 
the saints (Ephesians 6:18).
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Study Seven:  Luke 20:1-8

The Authority of Jesus

As we saw in the last study, since Jesus arrived in Jerusalem 
he has been regularly teaching in the temple.  He has 

become something of a lightning rod�some were infuriated 
by his teaching and behavior to the point they want to kill 
him.  Many others are hanging on his words (19:49).  As we 
begin chapter 20, we � nd him again teaching in the temple 
and the religious leaders are offended.  How often have you 
heard an offended person say, Who do you think you are? 
What gives you the right to ___?

Read Luke 20:1-8. What is going on here? What speci� c 
aspects of the dialogue stand out to you? 

The Jewish leaders demand to know by what authority he was doing these things.  What things in particular do you 
think they had in mind?

What do you think Jesus was teaching?  What was the gospel he was preaching (v. 1)?

Authority is a recurring theme in Luke�s gospel.  How do the following passages demonstrate the authority of Jesus?  
Are there other passages that come to mind that testify to the authority of Jesus?

Luke 4:31-36

   

Luke 5:20-26
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Luke 7:1-10

Luke 8:22-25

Luke 9:1-2

The question posed to Jesus was supposed to put him in an embarrassing situation where he would be forced into 
one of two undesirable answers:

If he admitted that he had no credentials the people could be expected to lose respect for him.  On the 
other hand, if he considered himself authorized to do the things he had been doing, was he not arrogating 
to himself rights that belonged only to God?  (Hendrickson, p .888)

By answering a question with a question, Jesus is not evading the answer.  Jesus� maneuver is not an attempt to 
dodge the question; it is an attempt to raise the stakes.  Counter-questions were common among rabbis.  (Bock 
Commentary, 2, p. 1586)  Jesus is putting his questioners in a position to have to face their own hypocrisy and 
unwillingness to deal with the answer.

Why does Jesus ask them about John�s ministry?  Remember how John had testi� ed about Jesus:

Luke 3:15-18

John 1:19-34

Read verses 3-6.  What are the two answers that the Jewish leaders are forced to choose between?  Why do they not 
like either option?

Notice how the leaders put themselves in this position!  They had failed to respond correctly to John�s clear call for 
repentance.  Now their response to Jesus is impacted by the way they had responded to John.  With insight, Darrell 
Bock points out a lesson for us.

One sin tends to result in more sin. This tendency of sin to multiply like a cancerous cell is why turning from 
sin is so important. It prevents the disease from spreading to even more damaging proportions.  (Bock, p. 
503)



Studies in Luke 35Seven

How have you experienced this in your life?  What are some important � rst stages of your battle against sin that 
guard you from even greater sin?

In this instance, the religious leaders get it wrong while the non-religious professionals have a better understanding 
of the truth.  As one commentator notes, Every member, with the help of God�s Spirit should make up his own 
mind.  Heresy often begins at the top!  An excellent example to follow is that of the Bereans.  (Hendrickson, p. 896)

Read Acts 17:11.  What does it mean to you to follow the example of the Bereans?  How can you personally do this? 

This incident at the temple, rightly understood, should cause us to reevaluate where we stand with Jesus.  Here is a 
man who does radical things.  He comes preaching a ful� llment of God�s promises in himself.  He makes decisive 
judgments on how God ought to be worshiped.  About such a man, we must make a decision.

Perhaps none have made this point so memorably as C. S. Lewis in Mere Christianity.

I am trying here to prevent anyone from saying the really foolish thing that people often say about Him: �I�m 
ready to accept Jesus as a great moral teacher, but I don�t accept His claim to be God.� That is the one thing 
we must not say. A man who was merely a man and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great 
moral teacher. He would either be a lunatic- on a level with the man who says he is a poached egg- or else 
he would be the Devil of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, the Son of God: or 
else a madman or something worse. You can shut Him up for a fool, you can spit at Him and kill Him as 
a demon; or you can fall at His feet and call Him Lord and God. But let us not come with any patronizing 
nonsense about His being a great human teacher. He has not left that open to us. He did not intend to.1

The teachers of Jesus� day at least recognized this.  And yet they would not come clean about where they really 
stood.  How about you? Where are you hesitant to speak up about your beliefs about Jesus?  Is it more dif� cult for 
you to be honest about your doubts or convictions concerning Jesus?   

1 Lewis, C. S., Mere Christianity, London: Collins, 1952, pp. 54-56.
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For the religious leaders who question Jesus, at issue is not the truth, but power.1  They show themselves 
uninterested in coming to a correct understanding of who Jesus is.  They just see him as a threat to their own 
position of authority.  They correctly sense that if they were to acknowledge Jesus� authority from God, there would 
be implications for their lives!  

If you have acknowledged Jesus� authority as coming from God, what have the implications been for you?  In what 
areas of life have you submitted to his direction?

At the beginning of this study, we noted the common questions asked by those who have been offended:  Who do 
you think you are?  What gives you the right?

Spend some time thinking about these questions:  Who do you think Jesus is?  What gives him the right to act and 
speak the way he did?  Look up some of the verses below (and any others that come to mind) that speak to who 
Jesus is.  Then offer yourself to him in prayer, worshiping him and submitting yourself to his authority.

Ephesians 1:22-23

Philippians 2:5-11

Colossians 1:15-20

Hebrews 1:1-3

Revelation 22:13

1  Does any of this sound familiar in this season of presidential campaigning?  The quest for popularity and power; the attempt to trip up 
opponents by attempting to get them to say something they will regret?  While the religious leaders are playing politics, thogh, Jesus is 
preparing to pay the ultimate price for unequivocally declaring the truth.  
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Praying the Passage: Luke 20:1-8
� Acknowledge the authority and divinity of Jesus. Consider reading Colossians 1:15-20, and responding to it 

with praises that begin with �Jesus, you are�.�

� Name and consecrate speci� c areas of your life to God, submitting all things to Jesus� authority. 

� Confess how our intellectual questions, like those of the elders/teachers of the law, can sometimes be a 
smokescreen for rebellion and pride. 

� Probe the implication of Jesus� authority by reading the great commission in Matthew 28:16-18.  Pray for 
each other by name, that you would be emboldened by Jesus� authority, and would therefore go where He 
has called you. 

� Pray for those who have yet to acknowledge Jesus� authority.  Pray that genuine questions may be answered 
and insincere questions may be exposed. Pray that the ultimate result would be repentance and faith. Pray 
that many would believe in their heart and confess with their mouth that Jesus is Lord. Ask God to add to 
our number daily those that are being saved!
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Study Eight:  Luke 20:9-18

Falling on the Stone

Jesus told a lot of parables, but the one we are going to look at this week 
is remarkable.  By this parable, Jesus dramatically indicts the religious 

leaders who have rejected his authority.  It is also, as one pastor calls it, a 
death parable, his prophetic autobiography (Hughes, 2, p. 257).  As we 
will see, he also reveals a signi� cant truth about what it means to belong to 
the people of God.

Read Luke 20:9-18.  Make notes as you read this allegorical parable.  What 
do you think the various � gures in the story stand for?  What is confusing 
or unclear?

Owner of the vineyard:

Vineyard:

Tenants:

Servants:

Son:

Others to whom the vineyard will be given:

Before going on, try to summarize the point of the parable in one or two sentences.
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Luke 20:9  
A man planted a vineyard�.With the opening of his story, Jesus has everyone�s attention. Read the following 
passages that would undoubtedly have immediately come to the minds of his Jewish audience steeped in the Old 
Testament. 

Psalm 80:8-16

Isaiah 5:1-7

Isaiah 27:2-4

Remember where Jesus is when he is telling this parable.  (See Luke 20:1 if you have forgotten.)  The listeners 
would have had a strong visual reminder of this connection between Israel�s relationship with God and the image of 
a vineyard.

The vineyard / Israel connection was so much a part of their national consciousness that the very temple 
in which Jesus was standing sported a richly carved grapevine, seventy cubits high, sculpted around the 
door that led from the porch to the Holy Place.  The branches, tendrils, and leaves were of � nest gold.  The 
bunches of grapes hanging upon the golden limbs were costly jewels. (Hughes, 2, p. 255)

A man�went into another country for a long while.  Several of Jesus stories picture God as one who has left and is 
absent.1  Do you ever feel like God is nowhere to be found?  Theologians speak of the hiddenness of God.  How do 
you deal with times when God seems distant?

Verses 10-12 describe the ministry of the prophets sent by God to the people of Israel.  What do you think the fruit of 
the vineyard represents which God wanted to receive but was denied?

Read Philippians 1:9-11 and Galatians 5:22-23.  What is the fruit that God longs to see in his people today?  What 
does this fruit look like practically in your life?  Where are the places that the fruit of righteousness can be shown?

  

1  This is not to say that Jesus is teaching that God is actually distant!  But sometimes we perceive God to be distant.



Studies in Luke 41Eight

What does it say about the owner of the vineyard that he continued to send his servants to the wicked tenants even 
after they continued to mistreat them?  What does this tell us about character of God?  

Finally, the owner makes up his mind to send his beloved son.  This is a deliberate echo of Luke 3:22.  

We must not miss the huge distinction that Jesus made between himself and the prophets and the religious 
leaders.  The prophets were servants, but he was the Son. The leaders were tenants, but he was the heir 
and joint-owner with the Father. (Hughes, 2, p. 257)

The New Testament points again and again to the uniqueness of Jesus as the Son of God.  Read the following 
verses.  How would these verses, along with the parable we are looking at, help you explain the uniqueness of Jesus 
to a friend who comes from a Jewish, Muslim, or other religious background? 

John 3:16

Romans 8:32

Hebrews 1:1-5

But when the son arrives, the tenants see an opportunity.  Bock writes,

Barring any breach of relationship, it was not unusual for land to pass to tenants if no heirs existed.  But the 
logic of these tenants is skewed.  �If we kill the heir, we will become the heirs!� How will killing the heir reap 
bene� ts for them?  How twisted sinful thinking can be.  Blindness can see strange things in the dark. (Bock, 
p. 508)

Think for a moment about the skewed logic of sin.  What are some examples of how sin tempts us to pursue 
avenues for pleasure, which in reality lead to dead ends and disaster?
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The parable reaches its conclusion, making its point in verse 16.  Having foretold his death at the hands of these 
Jewish leaders, Jesus now predicts what will happen to them.  What is this two-fold prediction that so shocks his 
listeners that they cry out, God forbid!? 1  

Notice how Paul�s audience in Acts 22:21-22 erupts in similar indignation (to say the least) when he speaks of God 
directing him to go to the Gentiles.  But it is this very point that becomes the centerpiece of Paul�s message and 
ministry.  

How does what Paul writes in Ephesians 2:11-13, 19-22 relate to this parable we are studying?

To corroborate his message, Jesus � nishes by quoting from a psalm.  Psalm 118 was associated with the celebration 
of Passover2 and was widely recognized as a messianic psalm � that is, one that spoke of the coming Messiah.  It has 
already been quoted twice in Luke�s gospel, once by Jesus and once by the crowds.3 

Read Psalm 118:22-24.  God is praised for engineering a mighty work of salvation.  Most likely the stone originally 
referred to the king as representative of the people of Israel. Apparent defeat has become resounding victory.  God 
has taken that which was rejected and exalted it!

Notice how this quickly becomes central to the early church�s proclamation.  In Acts 4:8-12, we � nd Peter being 
questioned by the same Jewish leaders about his authority (just as Jesus was in Luke 20:1-8).  They must have 
experienced dØjà vu as they listened to his response!

Finally, in verse 18 Jesus gives a stern warning in words that contain echoes from the prophets.4  The meaning is 
clear: those who reject Jesus and seek his destruction will face devastating consequences!  

1  This response could also be translated May it never be!  It is the same phrase Paul uses in Romans several times. For instance, it�s found  
in Romans 6:1-2 when he rhetorically asks, Are we to continue in sin that grace may abound? 

2  Psalms 113-118 were known as the Egyptian Hallel.  The � rst two psalms were customarily sung before the Passover meal which 
celebrated the deliverance of Israel from Egypt.  The remaining four were sung after the meal. 

3  See Luke 13:34-35 and Luke 19:37-40.
4  See Isaiah 8:14-15 and Daniel 2:34-35, 44-45.
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So many of the images drawn upon in this parable � nd expression again and again in the pages of the New 
Testament.  Read the following verses that pick up on the metaphors of the vine, the inheritance, the cornerstone. 

John 15:1-5

Galatians 4:4-7

1Peter 2: 4-10

What do these passages teach us about the Christian life?  Spend some time in your homegroup encouraging and 
exhorting one another with these truths!

Praying the Passage: Luke 20:9-18
� Praise God for His mercy and patience displayed in this passage, and His sending of numerous prophets to 

the nation of Israel. Thank Him for his patience with us, displayed in the years of life we have been given, 
the abundant access to His word we have, and the freedom of worship we enjoy. 

� Repent of ways in which we have participated in the killing of the prophets and Christ. Ponder the notion 
that it was our sins that put Jesus on the cross. Confess those sins, silently and out loud. Confess not only 
your sins, but also those of the larger body.

� Pray for God�s continued patience with us, that He would not remove our lampstands (Revelation 2:5), but 
instead be pleased at our earnestness to serve Him. 

� Pray for our churches to focus on Jesus as the chief cornerstone, instead of building on some other 
foundation. 

� Pray that our churches would bear much fruit. Be speci� c about what kind of fruit you ask God for�perhaps 
a renewed passion for justice, an expanded vision of creation care, laborers who go overseas, different 
peoples coming to Christ, supernatural generosity, and so on. 

� Pray for the nation of Israel that stumbles over Jesus. 

� Pray for our friends and family, that they would not stumble over Jesus, but instead embrace Him and 
submit to Him. Pray for the nations to recognize this capstone!




