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April 5th At-Home Lesson Follow-Up Ideas 

Faith Focus: Jesus is King 
Story: Triumphal Entry/Palm Sunday 

Bible Passage: Matthew 21:1–11 
 

REMEMBER VERSE 
The LORD is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love. 

Psalm 145:8 
 

Support: 
Provides reflection and assessment for parents through encouragement, prayer, and time in God’s Word 
Truly, there is no one like Jesus, for no one else would weep compassionately for people who 
He knew would not only reject Him, but also soon crucify Him. He displays that same 
compassionate love for us. 

This week, take time to consider the conscious or unconscious decisions you make in regard 
to Jesus being your King. Are there areas of your life where you set limits or hold back from 
relinquishing your will to His will? Even if it feels a bit uncomfortable, talk with Jesus about the 
difficulties you experience in this area. Openly share with Him your feelings and listen for what 
He may have to say. 

** If you do these activities later in the week you can show your child 
this Saddleback Kids animated video first as a review of the story: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z-39h0xYqdE 
 

Wondering Questions to discuss as a family: 
REVIEW STORY FIRST:  
In this week’s The Big God Story, we heard about Jesus riding into Jerusalem and being praised by the 
people as a king. But He wasn’t the type of king the people expected. He wore plain clothes, rode on the 
back of a donkey, and came to be our Savior forever. Jesus is our King and promised Savior. 

• I wonder what the disciples thought when Jesus told them to get a 
donkey?  

• I wonder what you would have thought and felt if you were in the crowd 
that day when Jesus rode by?  

• I wonder what you would have shouted?  
• I wonder if you would have thrown your coat down before him?  
• I wonder what you like about the kind of King Jesus is? 
• I wonder what you do or say to praise Jesus?  
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At Home Follow Up Options: 

Children engage in fun, creative activities designed to pique their curiosity about 
the day’s portion of The Big God Story. 

Option 1: Poster of Praise to the King 
In this activity, children will respond in praise by remembering all the reasons Jesus is worthy of 
our praise. 
  
RELATE 
Jesus is worthy of our praise for so many reasons. Can you help me think of reasons to 
praise Him? Encourage answers; interact with responses.  

DIRECTIONS 
• Encourage the whole family to write down (or draw!) on a big blank piece of paper a few 

reasons that they want to praise Jesus. 
• After everyone has had a turn, tape up the paper on a wall where it can be easily seen 

and reached so you can all add to it and use it to pray from throughout the week. 
 
Option 2: Palm Branch Praises 
In this activity, children will respond through art and contemplation as they create their own palm 
branches. 
  
RELATE 
When Jesus rode into town on the donkey on Palm Sunday, the people waved these (hold 
up palm branch) to celebrate and praise Him. We’re going to get a chance to praise God 
too by creating our own palm branches. Why do we praise God? Encourage answers; 
interact with responses. Yes, because He loves us, He cares for us, He died for us, He 
made us, He is our King. There are so many reasons why God is worthy of our praise.  

DIRECTIONS 
• Print out the palm branch template found at the end of this document (One per child). 
• Cut out the palm branches. 
• Invite child to color/decorate one side of their palm branch 
• On the back, have the child either dictate to you, or write on their own, what they want to 

praise God for. How many reasons can they think of? Enough to fill the palm branch? 
• When everyone is done you can have your own “Triumphal Entry!” 

o For Younger Children: Have a parade through the house. Give children 
instruments or pots and pans to bang with spoons and shout “Jesus is King” as 
you wave the palm branches and march through the house. 

o For Older Children: Create a challenging “triumphal entry” through a room/the 
house. Tell them in this version they can’t touch the floor and have them figure out 
a path way using pillows and furniture to work their way around the room waving 
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their palm branch. You can even put down blue tape arrows to give them 
directions of where to go next. When they get to the end they can shout “Jesus is 
King!” Try timing them and having them do it over and over trying to beat their 
time! (Hint: This is just a variation of the old “floor is lava” game.) 

 

Option 3: Paper Plate Praise Challenge 
In this activity, children will have a chance to be active and have fun playing a game as they 
praise Jesus. 
  
RELATE 
Do you remember what everyone was shouting when Jesus rode the donkey into 
Jerusalem on Palm Sunday? Pause to hear their answers. That’s right! Do you remember 
what that means? Pause to hear their answers. Yes, it means “Save us!” They shouted 
“Hosanna!” on that day and we’re going to play a fun game today where you will get to 
shout “Hosanna!” too! 

DIRECTIONS 
• Give each player a paper plate and have them, or a parent, write “Jesus is King” on their 

plate. They can also decorate their plates as well if they’d like…just be careful not to 
bend it or it won’t work well later during the game! 

• Set up a “Frisbee golf” course in your house or backyard where you choose a few objects 
(like a chair, trash can, pot, box, etc.) that will be “holes” that they have to toss/roll their 
paper plate at to hit. Also decide on where the starting line will be for each object (put 
down tape or a piece of ribbon). 

• Take turns throwing/rolling your plate at the objects and see how many tries it takes to hit 
the object with their plate.  

o After each toss they then throw again from wherever their plate ended up. 
• When they hit the object, they get to shout “Hosanna!” 
• Keep track of the score and either see who gets the lowest score…or if competition 

doesn’t go well in your family, let them compete against themselves and play again and 
see if they can beat their own score. 

 

Option 4: Pin the Tail on the Donkey 

In this activity, children will recall the story and have fun playing a game together. 
  
RELATE 
Do you remember what Jesus rode into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday? Pause to hear their 
answers. That’s right! A donkey! Today we’re going to play a fun donkey game!  

What do you think of when you see a donkey? Are they big, important-looking animals 
that people respect, or are they small, gentle animals that people may not remember? 
Why do you think Jesus chose to ride a donkey? 
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DIRECTIONS 
• Print the donkey and tail images at the end of this document and cut out enough tails for 

one per player. Have rolls of tape ready to put on the back of the tails. 
• Tape the donkey image on the wall.  
• At the beginning of each players turn have them think of one reason Jesus is worthy of 

praise as our king. 
• Once they’ve said a reason, blindfold them (use a tie of scarf) and carefully spin them 

around a couple times and then face them in the right direction (for an extra challenge, 
leave adults facing in the wrong direction!). 

• Each player will then hold the hand holding the donkey tail straight out in front of them 
and keep the other hand behind their back and move forward to try and tape their tail as 
close to the correct place on the donkey as possible. 

o You can give verbal directions to younger children to help them get their tail in the 
right place. 

• After all players have had a chance to apply their tails, see who got the closest. Play 
again if you’d like!  
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