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In this season of unusual rhythms of worship, fellowship, and study, we hope to provide some ad-
ditional resources for your spiritual growth. It is our hope that even as we walk through uncharted 
territory we will discover anew our unchanging God in the pages of his Scriptures.

Week of APRIL 12 - BIG HOPE!
1 Corinthians 15:12-57

Think back over the course of your life. Can you remember a ti me when you found yourself greatly 
anti cipati ng something? What was it? If it ever fi nally arrived, did it live up to your hopes?

The resurrecti on of Jesus stands at the center of Christi an hope in part because it signifi es Jesus’ 
victory over the grave but also because it points forward to the resurrecti on awaiti ng all humanity. In a 
lett er writt en to the church in Corinth, the Apostle Paul makes a clear connecti on between the hope of 
Jesus’ resurrecti on and the future hope of the resurrecti on for all people.

Refl ect and respond...
Read 1 Corinthians 15:12-57. As you read, jot down anything that stands out to you, strikes you anew, 
or prompts further questi ons.



Paul seems to be addressing a situation in which some were denying the reality of the resurrection of 
the dead. This was not uncommon in his day (see, for example, Mark 12:18-27 and Acts 17:32), nor is 
it in ours. In the space below, try to summarize Paul’s line of thinking from verses 12-19 related to the 
reality and significance of resurrection.

Look again at verses 19-23. Paul treats resurrection as an indispensable part of salvation and, 
therefore, of Christian hope. How have you thought of resurrection, if much at all?

We live in a time of great physical uncertainty caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. How might this 
passage—especially verses 42-49—provide comfort and hope in a situation like the one we’re living 
through?

This passage is full of rich promises and good news about the future for those who belong to Jesus. 
Which promises in these verses stand out to you and resonate with your heart?

Theologian Hans Schwarz wrote, “Christians are Easter people living from and toward that Easter 
experience of a new creation.” How can the certainty of the resurrection—guaranteed by Jesus’ own 
resurrection—serve to motivate your faithfulness to Christ? Who might you share these insights with 
and how will you do it?



Prayer:
Spend some time praising God for the resurrection. Thank him that, because of Christ’s resurrection, 
you can be freed from the tyranny and fear of death. Ask the Holy Spirit to make the great truths of the 
resurrection—both Christ’s in the past and yours in the future—more sweet and real to you.

Scripture memory:
This could be a great week to memorize 1 Corinthians 15:53-57. Perhaps you could work with a friend, 
coworker, housemate, or family member and encourage one another in this endeavor!
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