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For thousands of years, in ti mes of peace and in ti mes of great tumult, the 
church has used Holy Week—the ti me period between Palm Sunday and 

Easter—to intenti onally consider the death and resurrecti on of Jesus Christ. This 
year, as we walk through the uncertainty and disrupti ons caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic, we want to embrace this opportunity to think deeply about the love 
that Jesus demonstrated through his obedience, suff ering, and substi tuti onary 
atonement.

This daily devoti onal is designed to help you to do just that by walking through 
select passages of the Bible that detail various events as Jesus conti nued his 
march toward the cross. Our hope is that the Scripture readings, contemplati ve 
exercises, and prayer prompts in the pages that follow, will awaken your wonder 
and worship and will help to encourage you as you follow Jesus in these unusual 
days.

While we naturally consider Holy Week from our parti cular place and ti me, this 
endeavor also serves to connect us with the thinking and devoti on of the millennia 
of believers who have come before us. In order to help make that connecti on 
more explicit, each devoti onal also includes a relevant quotati on from an early 
church leader.

As an added bonus, for those who are following on Instagram (@sbcommunity_
church), each weekday of Holy Week will feature a short encouragement from 
one of your staff  pastors on how the theme of that day’s devoti onal resonates 
with them. If you aren’t already following, now’s the ti me! Also, if something 
resonates with you, we’d love to hear about it on your social media by using 
#sbcommunityholyweek to tag your posts.

As we dive into Holy Week together, let’s ask the Holy Spirit to open our eyes and 
hearts anew to the glory of Jesus shown in the triumph of the cross and the empty 
tomb!



 MONDAY: WHILE WE WAIT...

Many of us know people—or maybe are 
people—who choose a theme word for a 

year or a season. If there was a theme word for 
the season and way of life brought on by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, that theme word may just be 
“wait.” In ordinary ti mes, we all know what it’s like 
to wait…and how hard it is to wait. Take a moment 
and think of a ti me when you were forced to wait 
for something or someone. Try to remember the 
feelings that accompanied your waiti ng. Maybe you 
want to write some of them down here.

In these strange days of quaranti nes, social 
distancing, and #stayathome, our waiti ng can 
feel even more pronounced as we long for things 
to simply, “get back to normal”…whatever that 
“normal” will look like. The slight ache we feel gets 
us prepared to read our text today, because this 
story unfolds in a context marked by pronounced 
waiti ng.

It’s not hard to imagine things we’ve waited 
for as individuals, but try to envision that what 
you’ve waited for isn’t just personal, but involves 
your whole family, your whole nati on, and even 
multi ple generati ons that have come before you. 
Imagine that you are convinced that what you’re 
waiti ng for is the soluti on to many, if not all, of 
the problems you face. Now, you’re a litt le closer 
to walking in the sandals of a 1st century Jew. The 
mixture of longing, hope, and guarded opti mism 
form a potent cocktail in your soul. And now, 
aft er four centuries of silence since the last of 
the writi ng prophets brought a word from God, 
a rumor has reached your village, your ears, and 
even your heart about a diff erent kind of teacher, 
prophet, and leader making his way through Israel.

Read Matt hew 21:1-11
The jubilant shouts of the people on that day 
are drawn directly from the words of Psalm 118, 
specifi cally verses 25-26. This triumphant psalm 
depicts the Lord coming to save his people from 
oppression and calls the people to praise their 
Deliverer.

With that background context in mind, revisit the 
picture of Jesus entering Jerusalem to the cries 
of the people. By combining the Aramaic term 

“Hosanna”—which means, “save us!”—with the 
quotati on from Psalm 118, the people are making 
a clear declarati on that they believe that Jesus is 
the promised Deliverer on whom all their hopes 
had been fi xed. Centuries of waiti ng had reached 
their fulfi llment in the one riding into town on a 
donkey!

Now, consider your own hopes and your waiti ng. 
Like the people of Israel, we have hopes and 
longings, some of them closer to the surface 
and some buried deep in our souls. The people 
of Jerusalem recognized on that day the One 
that could answer their hopes. How has Jesus 
answered your hopes? What hopes do you sti ll 
long to see him fulfi ll? What would it look like for 
you to wave the palm branch of your heart before 
this king and declare your confi dence in his ability 
to fulfi ll your hopes?

Consider reading Psalm 118 to usher you into a 
ti me of self-examinati on and praise. Noti ce the 
psalm’s combinati on of confi dence and peti ti on 
and seek to repeat that patt ern in prayer, declaring 
to God your trust in him as deliverer and provider 
while also presenti ng your needs. Like those 
gathered on the road in Jerusalem, confess your 
belief that Christ is the answer to your deepest 
longings and hopes. If you don’t feel able to make 
that confession, ask God to grow a willingness 
in you as you consider your hopes and Christ’s 
suffi  ciency.

“Kings are many; of which do you speak, O 
Prophet? Give us a sign which other Kings have 
not…And the Prophet makes answer and says, 
Behold! Your King comes unto you, just, and having 
salvati on: He is meek, and riding upon an ass and 
a young foal, not on a chariot. You have a unique 
sign of the King who came. Jesus alone of kings sat 
upon an unyoked foal, entering into Jerusalem with 
acclamati ons as a king.” -Cyril of Jerusalem 



One of the fascinati ng experiences of watching 
or reading a prequel is seeing the story 

through the lens of knowing what is to come. As 
an example, when one fi rst meets young Anakin 
Skywalker on the desert planet of Tatooine, for the 
informed viewer, the trajectory of his life is already 
clear. The knowledge of what is to come gives 
added color, texture, and even irony to what is 
unfolding in front of the audience.

Can you recall a ti me when something didn’t go 
at all the way you imagined it might? Perhaps 
the investment proposal seemed sound, the 
relati onship looked promising, or the job off er was 
a foregone conclusion, but then the story changed. 
Something you couldn’t have foreseen fl ipped 
the script and left  you confused, disoriented, and 
maybe even disillusioned.

Part of what makes the account of Jesus’ entry into 
Jerusalem so compelling is knowing the trajectory 
of the rest of the story. It would seem, with the 
praise of the people on his side, that Jesus was 
headed for a public coronati on, an ascension to 
the throne of nati onal power. Yet, as will quickly 
become clear, the road that the Deliverer would 
walk was one of humility and service. But, unlike 
the ways that our best-laid-plans someti mes go 
awry, the path of humility did not catch Jesus 
by surprise. No, his way was always the path of 
servanthood and we know this because he reached 
for a towel before anyone else would.

Read John 13:1-17
If we’re paying att enti on well, this ought to amaze 
us. Take a moment and glance back at yesterday’s 
devoti onal and try to put these two stories side-by-
side in your mind. Here, in John 13, the one lauded 
and hailed on the cobblestones of Jerusalem as the 
hoped-for Son of David who had come to bless 
and liberate the people of God stoops down, with a 
towel around his waist, and clutches the fi lthy feet 
of his disciples.

John indicates in verse 1 that this radical turn 
of events was a manifestati on of Jesus’ love for 
his people. Jesus’ love, then, looks like humility. 
Though praised in the streets and revered in the 
room, Jesus nonetheless embraces the posture and 

tools of a servant. Again, though perhaps surprising 
in the narrati ve, this development is no surprise to 
Jesus who has claimed all along that his was a path 
of humility and servanthood. The Lord’s reply to 
Peter in verse 8 only serves to reinforce that this 
moment is simply another element of Jesus’ long 
game.

Yet, we must labor to keep each of these fi rst two 
pictures of Jesus fi rmly in our minds. Our Savior is 
both the reigning King and the humble Servant. To 
disregard either one is to do violence to the beauty 
and the terror that Holy Week invites us into. Does 
one or the other image—triumphant King or self-
giving Savior—loom larger in your imaginati on? If 
so, how might these two Holy Week stories inspire 
and challenge your thinking? What dimensions are 
added to your picture of Jesus by the events you’ve 
considered the last two days?

The practi cal challenge for the disciples and for 
us comes in Jesus’ words in verse 15: “I have 
given you an example, that you also should do 
just as I have done to you.” Those who belong to 
the humble Servant King are called to follow in 
his footsteps. We must ask ourselves, does our 
example look like the One who set our example? 
Though we live in a world that has witnessed the 
rise of so-called infl uencers, we are called to bear 
witness to the One who used his infl uence to 
humbly serve.

Much later, by considering the humility and the 
majesty of Jesus alongside one another, the Apostle 
Paul would pen one of the great worship texts 
in history. Read Philippians 2:1-11 and consider 
using Paul’s words there as a vocabulary for your 
own prayers. Rejoice in the truth of Christ’s willing 
humility. Ask that God would work in you the same 
mindset that was evident in our Lord. Beg that, like 
Peter, you would be washed clean and prepared for 
service so that you might represent well the King 
and his kingdom.

“Humility is the root, mother, nurse, foundati on, 
and bond of all virtue.” -John Chrysostom

TUESDAY: IN HUMILITY...



Have you ever thought about the importance of 
ti ming? All the other components can be right, 

but if the ti ming is off , the complexion of the whole 
is completely changed. Consider the example of 
cooking. You may have all the right ingredients and 
follow precisely the directi ons of how to combine 
these ingredients, but if you don’t pull it out of 
the oven at the right ti me, you’re likely to have 
something that is either severely undercooked or 
burnt. Either way it is inedible. The same is true 
of fi nancial decisions, important conversati ons, 
career opportuniti es. Timing is oft en criti cal. Can 
you think of a ti me when you benefi ted from great 
ti ming? Or, perhaps, suff ered from poor ti ming? 
As you recall that situati on, try to surface the 
emoti ons you felt at that ti me.

The events of Holy Week do not occur in a vacuum 
but instead are profoundly linked to the story of 
God’s people throughout the Old Testament. If we 
do not understand the connecti on we are liable to 
miss something essenti al about the nature of what 
happened to Jesus during the last week of his life.

Read Matt hew 26:17-29.  
And as you do, pay special att enti on to what it says 
about the ti ming of these events. All four gospels 
note that the ti ming of Jesus’ betrayal, suff ering 
and crucifi xion line up with the Jewish celebrati on 
of Passover. Matt hew makes sure we don’t miss it. 
It is menti oned Four ti mes in chapter 26 there is 
menti on of it being the ti me of Passover. 

The Passover, along with the subsequent Exodus, is 
the central act of deliverance in the Old Testament. 
(You can read about it in Exodus 12.) The context, 
you’ll remember, is that the people of Israel were in 
bondage in the land of Egypt, oppressed as slaves 
and powerless to change their situati on...unti l God 
intervenes. Through his servant Moses, God brings 
a series of ten plagues on the Egypti ans which 
serve as judgments on their refusal to set Israel 
free. The last of these ten plagues is the plague 
of death on the fi rstborn that will come to every 
household. But God in his grace provides a way 
out for his people. They are instructed to take a 
lamb without blemish and kill it and use its blood to 
paint their door frames. This blood would serve as 

a sign to save all those in the house from the agent 
of God’s wrath, who would “pass over” the house 
marked by the blood of this sacrifi cial lamb.

So, back to a dinner in Jerusalem. How does 
Matt hew’s repeated menti on of the ti ming of 
the Passover help to round out the meaning of 
this meal for you? How does this backdrop add 
signifi cance to Jesus’ words in verses 26-28? 

Matt hew’s intenti onal highlighti ng of the ti ming 
of this meal helps us interpret why Jesus came; 
why he had to die; what his death means for us. 
Without this clue we might enti rely miss the point. 
And no doubt many have done just that – seeing 
Jesus’ death as a tragic mistake, an inevitable result 
of speaking truth to power, or simply an example of 
what happens to good people in a harsh world. 

Others have seen the death of Jesus as something 
far more glorious. Without doubt it is an evidence of 
Jesus’ love for us (Galati ans 2:20) and an example of 
selfl essness and humility (Philippians 2:5-8). But it 
is much more and to stop here is to miss something 
essenti al. How does the connecti on to Passover 
help to clarify his mission and his purpose?

When we understand the death of Christ through 
the lens of Passover, we will be in awe of the great 
sacrifi ce God provided to turn aside his wrath from 
us and bring us into a place of freedom and life. 
Read Romans 5:6-11 slowly and refl ect on both the 
nature and the ti ming of Christ’s sacrifi ce for us.

How do we respond to such a gift ?  The death of 
Christ is in one sense something that is unique 
and utt erly unrepeatable.  On the other hand, the 
authors of the New Testament encourage us, as we 
consider the once for all sacrifi ce he made for us, 
to off er ourselves as sacrifi ces in grati tude to God 
(See, for example. Romans 12:1, Ephesians 5:2, and 
Hebrews 13:15-16).  How will you respond today?

“For the Passover was Christ, who was aft erwards 
sacrifi ced… And as the blood of the Passover 
saved those who were in Egypt, so also the blood 
of Christ will deliver from death those who have 
believed.” -Justi n Martyr

WEDNESDAY: AT THE RIGHT TIME...



We all admire the person that seems to 
march steadily forward in pursuit of a goal. 

We envision such people putti  ng in their 10,000 
hours and scaling every obstacle with steely-
eyed resolve as they make undeterred progress 
toward the reward they can see in their mind’s 
eye. And, perhaps we can even relate a litt le. 
You’ve worked hard and long for certain things 
and maybe remember the sense of sati sfacti on 
you had once you fi nished the task. But, what if 
the desti nati on ahead is criti cal but not pleasant? 
What if suff ering is the goal? That’s a litt le less 
relatable for most of us.

Jesus has assured his disciples that the road ahead 
of him would be marked by betrayal and suff ering. 
His words were met with sadness and even a bit 
of incredulity, but the Lord knows what lies ahead 
and, despite the grim picture, he is unfl inching. 
But the road to Golgotha must fi rst pass through 
Gethsemane.

Read Mark 14:32-42. 
Before rushing on to think about this passage 
more deeply, we need to pay att enti on to how 
it feels. Read back over these verses again and 
consider the emoti ons at play here for both Jesus 
and his disciples. Is there a feeling in this passage-
-either clearly named or implied--that matches 
yours in this season?

Jesus makes two declarati ons in this passage that 
are remarkable when considered together. The 
fi rst, in verse 34, reveals the depths of sorrow 
brought on by the ordeal that lay ahead of him, 
while the second, in verse 36, demonstrates 
his steadfast faithfulness even in the face 
of unimaginable suff ering. Sit with that for a 
moment. Ponder our Savior: overwhelmed with 
sorrow at the prospect of the coming plight yet 
determined to bear it for the sake of the Father’s 
will and glory. 

In this moment, bent in agonizing and relentless 
prayer in a garden, the steadfast faithfulness of 
Jesus comes into sharper focus. Throughout the 
gospels, Jesus has been clear about his desti ny 
(see, for example, Luke 9:18-22; Mark 10:32-34; 
and John 12:22-33). Yet, on the night when he 

would be betrayed and handed over, the reality 
of it all comes crashing down on his soul as he 
pleads with the Father in prayer for another way. 
his resolute declarati on is, “Yet not what I will, but 
what you will.”

We fi nd ourselves in a season of life in which 
much that we encounter seems harder than we 
originally imagined. Pause and take inventory of 
your life right now. Can you think of an area of life 
that feels harder now than before? (Perhaps, like 
many of us, you can identi fy multi ple areas.) How 
might Jesus’ example of steadfast faithfulness 
encourage you in that area? Granted, you’re not 
endeavoring to save the world, but the need for 
perseverance is nonetheless real.

One area to pay special att enti on to is the life of 
discipleship. For many of us, when so much else in 
life demands creati vity and resolve, it someti mes 
seems that our reserves are depleted when it 
comes to our devoti onal lives and spiritual habits 
like Scripture reading, prayer, fasti ng, and others 
can easily start fl agging. Perhaps these days you 
identi fy most closely with the sleepy disciples in 
the story of Gethsemane. If that’s the place you 
fi nd yourself in, how can you draw encouragement 
from the picture of Jesus’ resolve in the garden? 
Also, know that Jesus’ urging to draw close to him 
is a gentle invitati on...as he reminds his disciples, 
he knows that the fl esh is weak.

The steadfast faithfulness of Jesus is a theme 
that the author of Hebrews picks up on. You 
may benefi t from reading Hebrews 12:1-3 and 
borrowing that language to frame your prayers 
today. Praise Jesus for being the founder and 
perfecter of our faith. Ask that you would be able 
to run with perseverance and endurance. Ask that 
the Holy Spirit would allow you to more closely 
consider Jesus’ example of steadfast faithfulness.

“[Jesus] was himself the will and the power of the 
Father, and yet, in order to show the endurance 
that is due, he abandoned himself to the Father’s 
will.” -Tertullian

THURSDAY: NOT MY WILL...



If you’re like me, you have no problem 
remembering a ti me when you’ve been wronged 

and struggled to off er forgiveness. And you can 
probably remember just as easily a ti me when 
you wronged someone else, either intenti onally 
or unintenti onally, and needed forgiveness. These 
moments tend to sti ck in our minds because of 
the intense feelings they generate. It’s simply 
awful to be on either side of this equati on. Which 
of these circumstances come to mind fi rst for 
you? What word would you choose to describe 
this experience?

In any case, forgiveness is costly.  The person who 
is in a positi on to forgive has by defi niti on already 
suff ered.  The prospect of forgiving may feel 
overwhelming because to forgive they will have 
to suff er again- to grieve that their loss will not 
be repaid and to shoulder the weight of releasing 
something that feels precious.  Indeed every act 
of forgiveness requires something in me to die.

The remarkable story of the coming of Christ is 
that God is a God who forgives.  There is no magic 
wand to make our sins magically disappear.  They 
must be dealt with.  And that means, if God is to 
forgive us our sins, he must suff er.  And something 
must die.

Today is Good Friday. One might say this is an 
ironic name for the day when the gravest injusti ce 
that has ever been perpetrated took place. It is 
merely ironic unless something remarkable comes 
out of this unthinkable evil. 

Read Luke 22:47-23:56 
As you consider what happened to Jesus on this 
day, ponder again how hard it is to forgive when 
you’ve been deeply wronged. Think not only of 
how Jesus is being mistreated in the moment, 
but how God has been dishonored, ignored, 
grieved, pained by the sins of men and women for 
generati on aft er generati on.  

Someti mes it’s diffi  cult to believe that we’ve 
been fully forgiven.  We expect the one who was 
wronged to hold on to some of their indignati on; 
to reserve the right to keep us in a place of 

indebtedness.  But the testi mony of the New 
Testament authors is that the death of Jesus is 
enough to fully cover over our sins.  “Oh, what 
joy for those whose disobedience is forgiven, 
whose sin is put out of sight!  Yes, what joy for 
those whose record the Lord has cleared of sin.” 
(Romans 4:7)  Do you know this joy?

One of the most precious promises in all the 
Scriptures is found in 1 John 1:9. “If we confess 
our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”  
Confess your sin to God.  Acknowledge the ways 
you’ve betrayed him. Admit the ways your heart 
has strayed.  And then believe the promise!  

One of the tests of whether we’ve grasped what it 
means to be forgiven by Christ is our willingness 
to forgive others. Jesus repeatedly told his 
disciples to be ready to forgive others.  And Paul 
reminds us of what following in the way of Jesus 
looks like saying, “Make allowance for each other’s 
faults, and forgive anyone who off ends you. 
Remember, the Lord forgave you, so you must 
forgive others.” (Colossians 3:13)

Consider all that God has forgiven you. The 
mountain of your off enses that have been covered 
over through the work of Christ on the cross.  
Who has off ended you more than you have 
off ended God?  What must die in you in order to 
forgive the one who has deeply wounded you?

Forgiveness is not easy.  It was not easy for God. 
And it will not be easy for you.  But aren’t you 
glad that God did not sti ck with what was easy? 
Let us pick up our cross and follow Jesus.  Let us 
savor the forgiveness extended from the merciful 
hand of God and let us extend this same grace to 
others.

“By means of a tree, we were made debtors to 
God. Likewise, by means of a tree, we can obtain 
the remission of our debt.” - Irenaeus

FRIDAY: FATHER, FORGIVE THEM...



Imagine you fi nd yourself at one of those 
painti ng-with-friends-while-drinking-beverages 

establishments. The instructor comes to the front 
of the room and announces, “This evening, we’re 
going to create something on the themes of 
disappointment, loss, and grief.” What colors do 
you reach for?

All of us have experienced disappointment in 
life and know its bitt er taste. Try for a moment, 
though, to enter into the crippling grief, 
disquieti ng questi ons, and utt er disillusionment 
that Jesus’ followers must have felt aft er the 
whirlwind of the night that just unfolded. Most 
had scatt ered out of fear for their own lives (see 
Mark 14:50-52 for a reminder of the extent of 
the disciples’ terror). Peter, most prominently of 
all, had denied even knowing Jesus (see Matt hew 
26:69-75). And now, the One who had ridden into 
town to the acclaim of the people, on whom were 
pinned centuries of hope and expectati on, lay in 
a tomb, sealed with a heavy stone. It is hard to 
overstate the feeling of abandonment, of loss, of 
despair that must have fl ooded their souls. 

Read Psalm 88
As you read, pay att enti on to the emoti ons that 
arise in you as you encounter these words of 
lament, outrage, and even accusati on.

This psalm helps us to grasp the disorienti ng 
experience of the silence of God. Like the 
darkness that sett led over the land as Jesus gave 
up his spirit, someti mes the pain of life in a fallen 
world infi ltrates our hearts and brings with it a 
thick darkness that threatens to swallow up all 
the light. Perhaps you can recall a season like that. 
And, like the psalmist, should our cries for mercy 
be met by the silence of heaven, the experience 
can become overwhelming.

It is important that on this day, we sit with the 
disillusionment and the disorientati on of the 
seeming silence of God. Though we have the 
advantage of knowing the next movement of 
this story, the original disciples did not and to 
truly appreciate the joy of Sunday, we must sit in 
the horrors of Friday and the disillusionment of 
Saturday. 

“Just as the trees, if they have not stood before 
the winter’s storms cannot bear fruit, so it is 
with us; this present age is a storm and it is only 
through many trials and temptati ons that we can 
obtain an inheritance in the kingdom of heaven.” 
-Amma Theodora

SATURDAY: DARKNESS OVER ALL THE LAND...


