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THE EXPANSIVE, BEAUTIFUL GREATNESS OF GOD

Psalm 36 (NLT)

Pray 
• Our goal is always to pray Scripture back to God. Because at its best, prayer puts listening before speaking. 

Picture it this way: all Scripture is “God breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16,17). In prayer we therefore breathe out what God’s Spirit breathes into us 
in reflection, praise, thanks, confession and request. Poet George Herbert aptly describes prayer as “God’s 
breath in man returning to his birth.”

• We start by breathing in, by listening to God’s Word. Read through the psalm once, slowly, asking the Holy 
Spirit to “underline” a phrase or word that you need to pay attention to. Repeat it silently to yourself, asking 
the Lord to tell you why you need to pay attention to it. When invited, say it aloud to those you are praying 
with.

¹ Sin whispers to the wicked, deep within their hearts.
They have no fear of God at all.

² In their blind conceit,
they cannot see how wicked they really are.

³ Everything they say is crooked and deceitful.
They refuse to act wisely or do good.

⁴ They lie awake at night, hatching sinful plots.
Their actions are never good.

They make no attempt to turn from evil.

⁵ Your unfailing love, 
O Lord, is as vast as the heavens;

your faithfulness reaches beyond the clouds.
⁶ Your righteousness is like the mighty mountains,

your justice like the ocean depths.
You care for people and animals alike, O Lord.
⁷ How precious is your unfailing love, O God!

All humanity finds shelter
in the shadow of your wings.

⁸ You feed them from the abundance 
of your own house,

letting them drink from your river of delights.
⁹ For you are the fountain of life,

the light by which we see.

¹⁰ Pour out your unfailing love on those who love you;
give justice to those with honest hearts.

¹¹ Don’t let the proud trample me
or the wicked push me around.

¹² Look! Those who do evil have fallen!
They are thrown down, never to rise again.



• After listening to the Word, pray each of the sections of the psalm, using the 4 R’s.

Refect:  What does it mean?
Rejoice:  What gives me reason to thank and praise God? A good way to think about thanks is being 

grateful for what God does. To praise him is to say “Wow” for who God is, his holy character and 
goodness.

Repent:  What in this text shed light on sin in my life? Confess your sin.
Request:  Based on what I see here, what may I ask God to give and do? Then ask!

• Throughout, quotes and comments are added to embellish the psalm and help you pray it.

THE WITHERED, UGLY WORLD OF THE WICKED - vv. 1-4
• Only God’s Spirit can penetrate this kind of darkness in a human soul. Pray for the lost, pray that God would 

say, “Let there be light!”

• In C. S. Lewis’ fantasy, The Great Diverce, his protagonist is given a guided tour of hell and heaven. He 
discovers that hell is experienced by its inhabitants as an infinitely vast, cold and empty place where people 
can be separated from each other by light years. But in the end of the story it is revealed that hell is actually 
an infinitessimally small place. It’s inhabitants are so shrunken and tiny that it the distances only seem 
infinite.

 Lewis’ guide explains: “all loneliness, angers, hatreds, envies and itchings that [hell] contains, if rolled into one 
single experience and put into the scale against the least moment of the joy that is felt by the least in Heaven, 
would have no weight that could be registered at all. Bad cannot succeed even in being bad as truly as good is 
good…. For a damned soul is nearly nothing: it is shrunk, shut up in itself. Good beats upon the damned incessantly 
as sound waves beat upon the ears of the deaf, but they cannot receive it. Their fists are clenched, their teeth are 
clenched, their eyes fast shut. First they will not, in the end they cannot, open their hands for gifts, or their mouths 
for food, or their eyes to see.”

THE EXPANSIVE, BEAUTIFUL GREATNESS OF GOD - vv. 5-10
• Simply celebrate the immensity and beauty of God’s love. How wide and long and high and deep it is. Let the 

following help your imagination:

• Use the words of verse 10 to pray for churches, missionaries, church staff and elders, family, friends, your 
needs – the unconverted. Pray, “pour out your unfailing love on…”

• Eugene Peterson in The Message, translates these verses:

“God’s love is meteoric,
    his loyalty astronomic,

His purpose titanic,
    his verdicts oceanic.

Yet in his largeness
    nothing gets lost;

Not a man, not a mouse,
    slips through the cracks.

How exquisite your love, O God!
    How eager we are to run under your wings,

To eat our fill at the banquet you spread
    as you fill our tankards with Eden spring water.

You’re a fountain of cascading light,
    and you open our eyes to light.”



• “I believe in Christianity as I believe the sun has risen, not only because I see it but because, by it, I see everything 
else.”  C. S. Lewis

SAVE US, O GOD! - vv.10-12
• Ask God to deliver us from evil. 
• Use the words of these verses and the words of the Apostle Paul to pray against the wicked: persecutors 

of the church, porn, human trafficking. “For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 
realms.” Ephesians 6:12


