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WEEK OF May 31, 2020
A SHORT COURSE ON THE WHOLE MESSAGE OF THE BIBLE

Psalm 47 (NIV) For the director of music. Of the sons of Korah. A psalm.
¹ Clap your hands, all you nations;

shout to God with cries of joy.
² How awesome is the LORD Most High,

the great King over all the earth!
³ He subdued nations under us,

peoples under our feet.
⁴ He chose our inheritance for us,

the pride of Jacob, whom he loved.
Selah

⁵ God has ascended amid shouts of joy,
the LORD amid the sounding of trumpets.

⁶ Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.

⁷ For God is the King of all the earth;
sing to him a psalm of praise.
⁸ God reigns over the nations;

God is seated on his holy throne.
⁹ The nobles of the nations assemble
as the people of the God of Abraham,

for the kings of the earth belong to God;
he is greatly exalted.

PRAYER 
Psalm 47 is a short course on the whole message of the Bible.

BLESSED DEFEAT
The psalm opens with an odd, even bizarre exhortation, for all the peoples and nations of the earth to 
shout and clap for joy to God for their defeat and subjugation to his people Israel!

It gets even more shocking in verse 9, when these same nations having been defeated, gladly abandon 
their former identities, change their names and gather together, “as the people of the God of Abraham.” 

Why should losers be so happy?

BLESSED TO BLESS
The answer is that it has always been God’s purpose to bless all the peoples of the earth through a 



special people he has chosen to bless as his own.  The Bible virtually begins with God calling Abraham 
to leave his land and his family to inherit a land and become a nation. His purpose in blessing Abraham 
is that,

“…. In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Gen 12:3).

This promise is repeated two more times in Genesis (Gen 18:18; 22:18). In his program to redeem the 
world, God moves from the particular to the universal; he chooses one so he can bless everyone. The 
defeat of God’s former enemies is for them a blessed defeat (Ephesians 2:11-22)!

Further emphasizing the universality of God’s purposes, is the name used of God in this psalm: “the 
Most High” (2). This is the same name for God used in Genesis to refer to an enigmatic priest, a non-
Jew, Melchizedek, a Canaanite worshiper of the one true God (Gen 14:18-20). He is a priest, we are 
told, “of God Most High” (14:18,19). In the midst of God’s repeated promises to bless all peoples 
through Abraham is a prophetic encounter with a non-Jew, who worships the one true God (Cf. Heb 
7:1-10).

ONLY IN THE GOSPEL
Only in the gospel is the full meaning of the promise and prophecy of this psalm made clear. Through 
Christ, all who trust in Abraham’s God are the true children of Abraham (Rom 4:9-11; Gal 3:7-9).

The Bible ends with the consummation of this promise, as the nations and their kings bring their 
treasures into the holy city, the heavenly Jerusalem, their residence forever (Rev 21:22-27).

THE ASCENSION OF CHRIST
The Hebrew of verse 5 is identical to the Hebrew of 2 Samuel 6:15 -- a clear allusion to the 
momentous day, described in 2 Samuel 6:5-19, when David brought the ark of the Lord triumphantly 
into Jerusalem. 

Christians have long seen these two texts -- 2 Samuel 6 and Psalm 47 -- as prophecy and 
foreshadowing of Christ’s Ascension into Heaven (Acts 1:9). It isn’t hard to see why. The entrance 
of the ark into Jerusalem, and its wider application in Psalm 47 form a trajectory pointing to Christ’s 
ultimate rule over the every power in heaven and on earth and under the earth. The apostle Paul prays 
that the eyes of the Ephesians will be enlightened to grasp not only the depth of our salvation, but also 
its breadth – that all peoples, all authorities and all powers to be brought into joyful submission to the 
rule of Christ (cf. Ephesians 1:20-22; Phil 2:9-11).

Who would have guessed that so much could be found in this little psalm?

PRAYER POINTS:
• Praise God for his complete, sovereign rule over all creation and history.
• Declare your submission to God’s rule – thankfully and joyfully.
• Pray by name for all the “nobles of the nations [to] assemble as the people of the God of Israel.” 

Pray especially for those nations that persecute the people of God (see below).
• Pray this same prayer for the church.



PRAYER HELPS:

• The Heidelberg Catechism – commentary on “Your Kingdom Come” -- Rule us by your Word and 
Spirit in such a way that more and more we submit to you. Keep your church strong, and add to 
it. Destroy the devil’s work; destroy every force, which revolts against you, and every conspiracy 
against your Word. Do this until your kingdom is so complete and perfect that in it you are all in 
all. 

•	 Make	Me	a	Captive,	Lord,	George	Matheson	–	pray	personally	for	your	“blessed	surrender”

Make me a captive, Lord,
And then I shall be free;
Force me to render up my sword,
And I shall conqu’ror be.
I sink in life’s alarms
When by myself I stand;
Imprison me within Thine arms,
And strong shall be my hand.

My heart is weak and poor
Until it master find;
It has no spring of action sure,
It varies with the wind.
It cannot freely move
Till Thou has wrought its chain;
Enslave it with Thy matchless love,
And deathless it shall reign.

•	 Some	of	The	Worst	Nations	for	Persecution	–	that	they	may	one	day	assemble	as	the	people	of	
God:

North Korea
Afghanistan
Somalia
Libya
Pakistan
Eritrea
Sudan
Yemen
India
Syria


