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Psalm 134 (NIV)

¹ Praise the LORD, all you servants of the LORD
who minister by night in the house of the LORD.

² Lift up your hands in the sanctuary
and praise the LORD.

³ May the LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth,
bless you from Zion.

NOTE
The word translated “praise” in verses 1 and 2 is the same word that is translated “bless” in verse 3. 
So, it is literally, “bless the Lord”, “bless the Lord”, and “may the Lord… bless you” (3). The structure is a 
threefold, bless, bless, bless. First we bless the Lord, which means basically, to speak well of him; then 
he blesses, or speaks well of us. But when God speaks he creates; what he says comes into being. So, 
as Derek Kidner writes, “the exchange is quite unequal: to bless God is to acknowledge gratefully what 
he is; but to bless man, God must make of him what he is not, and give him what he has not.”

“The psalm teaches us to pray for those who are continually ministering before the Lord, and it invites 
all ministers to pronounce benedictions upon their loving and prayerful people.” Charles Spurgeon
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THE SUFFERING CHURCH
245 million Christians face high levels of 
persecution in 50 countries. “If one part [of the 
Body of Christ] suffers, every part suffers with it.” 
1 Corinthians 12:26

SRI LANKA
ISLAMIC ATTACKS ON CHURCHES
Last year on Easter Sunday, Sri Lanka saw one of 
the world’s largest coordinated terrorist attacks 
since Sept. 11, when radicals carried out eight 
suicide bombings at targets that included three 
churches, claiming almost 300 lives, most of 
them Christians. However, persecution in the 
southeast Asian country typically stems from 
radical Buddhist and Hindu groups that harass and 
discriminate against converts to Christianity.

HOW CHRISTIANS ARE SUFFERING
Sri Lanka has a constitution that gives Buddhism 
preferred status, and this Buddhist supremacy 
view is widely shared in the country. Additionally, 
Christian churches are frequently opposed by 
neighbors, and local officials sometimes demand 
they close their buildings—leading to mob 
protests, especially in rural areas. The Christian 
minority is partly tolerated, but converts to 
Christianity are not.

Before the throne of God above
I have a strong, a perfect plea:
a great High Priest, whose name is Love,
who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on his hands,
my name is written on his heart;
I know that while in heaven he stands
no tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair,
and tells me of the guilt within,
upward I look, and see him there
who made an end of all my sin.

Because the sinless Savior died,
my sinful soul is counted free;
for God, the Just, is satisfied
to look on him and pardon me.

Behold him there! the risen Lamb!
My perfect, spotless Righteousness,
the great unchangeable I AM,
the King of glory and of grace!

One with himself, I cannot die;
my soul is purchased by his blood;
my life is hid with Christ on high,
with Christ, my Savior and my God.
 

Words: Charitie Lees De Chenez 
(also Charitie Lees Bancroft, né Smith) (1841-1923)


