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Psalm 132 (NLT)

Psalm 132

¹ O LORD, remember David and all the hardships 
he endured.

² He swore an oath to the LORD and made a vow 
to the Mighty One of Jacob: 

³ “I will not enter my house or go to my bed-
⁴ I will allow no sleep to my eyes, no slumber to 

my eyelids,
⁵ till I find a place for the LORD, a dwelling for the 

Mighty One of Jacob.”

⁶ We heard it in Ephrathah, we came upon it in the 
fields of Jaar:

⁷ “Let us go to his dwelling place; let us worship at 
his footstool-

⁸ arise, O LORD, and come to your resting place, 
you and the ark of your might.

⁹ May your priests be clothed with righteousness; 
may your saints sing for joy.”

¹⁰ For the sake of David your servant, do not reject 
your anointed one.

¹¹ The LORD swore an oath to David, a sure 
oath that he will not revoke: “One of your own 

descendants I will place on your throne-
¹² if your sons keep my covenant and the statutes I 

teach them, then their sons will sit
on your throne for ever and ever. 

¹³ For the LORD has chosen Zion,
he has desired it for his dwelling:

¹⁴ “This is my resting place for ever and ever;
here I will sit enthroned, for I have desired it-

¹⁵ I will bless her with abundant provisions; her 
poor will I satisfy with food.

¹⁶ I will clothe her priests with salvation, and her 
saints will ever sing for joy.

¹⁷ “Here I will make a horn grow for David and set 
up a lamp for my anointed one.

¹⁸ I will clothe his enemies with shame, but the 
crown on his head will be resplendent.”
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THE SUFFERING CHURCH
245 million Christians face high levels of 
persecution in 50 countries. “If one part [of the 
Body of Christ] suffers, every part suffers with it.” 
1 Corinthians 12:26

CONSIDER
• Compare what David swore to God, with what God swore to David.
• What lessons do we learn about the presence of God among his people? What did it mean for the 

king as he looked at his responsibilities for his own life and for the life of his people?
• Read John 1:14; 2:19

1. Hark! The Herald Angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King;
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise.
Join the triumph of the skies.
With th’ Angelic Hosts proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the new-born King.”

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting lord
Late in time behold him come,
Off-spring of a Virgin’s womb 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see,

Hail, the incarnate deity
Pleased as Man with men to dwell, 
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the New-born king!”

3. Hail the heav’n-born Prince of Peace, 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His Wings.
Now He lays His Glory by, 
Born that man no more may die
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the New-born king!” 



BURKINA FASO
Ongoing jihadist attacks on Christianity
Over the last year, Burkina Faso’s northeastern region has seen a brutal onslaught of deadly attacks 
on Christian churches and villages—including several during and after worship services on church 
grounds in which worshipers were told to convert to Islam or die. An influx of violent Islamic extremist 
groups into West Africa’s Sahel region has led to these attacks that killed at least 40 Christians in 2019. 
These groups are campaigning for attacks on believers, with some who want to create an Islamic state 
opposing the very existence of Christianity.

How Christians are suffering
The outburst of killings during the 12-month reporting period has created an environment of fear. 
Many Christians are too scared to attend church services or send their children to school. Some 
churches have stepped up security. Christians of Muslim background are the most persecuted 
Christian group in the country. Family and community members reject them and attempt to force them 
to renounce their Christian faith. Believers are afraid to express their faith in public because of such 
threats.

Examples
In April 2019, gunmen shot a Protestant pastor and five other Christians in a church in northern 
Burkina. The attackers executed believers leaving the worship service when they refused to renounce 
Jesus. On May 12, 2019, a Catholic priest and five other Christians were killed in an attack in the 
central town of Dablo. Gunmen first stormed the church during the Sunday service and then set fire 
to the church and surrounding buildings. In June 2019, militants stormed a village in northern Burkina 
Faso and ordered people outside to lie down. Then the armed group checked everyone’s necks, looking 
at the chains worn. They found four men wearing chains with crosses, indicating their Christianity, and 
executed them. In September 2019, gunmen shot and killed a Christian man and four of his sons in the 
villages of Pissele and Boulkiba.

Lord God, almighty and everlasting Father, you have brought me in safety to this new day: Preserve 
me with your mighty power, that I may not fall into sin, nor be overcome by adversity; and in all I 
do direct me to the fulfilling of your purpose; through Jesus Christ my Lord. AMEN.  
          The Book of Common Prayer


