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WEEK OF August 2, 2020

PRAYING THE BOOK OF NUMBERS:  Blessing in the Wilderness

Numbers 6:22-27  

22 The Lord said to Moses, 23 “Tell Aaron and his sons, ‘This is how you are to bless the Israelites. 
Say to them: 2⁴ “The Lord bless you and keep you; 2⁵ the Lord make his face shine on you and be 
gracious to you; 2⁶ the Lord turn his face towards you and give you peace.” 2⁷ “So they will put my 
name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.”

PRAY
 This is a great prayer to say if you don’t have a prayer.  But it is just as great even if you do; 

because prayers don’t come any better than this prayer, written or extemporaneous. It stands 
side by side with what we know as the Our Father, or the Lord’s Prayer. God prepared this prayer 
and gave it to Aaron and his sons to say over the Israelites. God’s people have been saying it ever 
since. This prayer of blessing spans the whole biblical story and taps into the richest sources of 
scriptural truth. It’s also the “nicest” thing you can ever say to anyone. Take it a line at a time:

1. “The Lord bless you…. and I will bless them” -- God alone is the source of everything good. James 
1:17.

• “Blessing” dominates and bookends the whole biblical story (Gen. 1:22,28; Rev. 20:6;22:14). 
The Bible begins with blessing and concludes with blessing.

• Everything good, true and beautiful comes from God and points back to God.
• “The Lord” is spoken three times in the blessing. Repetition conveys worth: Once is good, twice 

is better, three times is best.

2. “This is how you are to bless the Israelites” – The Lord blesses us.

• The literary framework of the blessing is the whole community of Israel. We must be careful to 
remember that it is never just, “me and Jesus” but also “we and Jesus.” We are individually in a 
body, like a hand or a foot. Taken out of the body, the hand and foot cease to be what they are.



3. “The Lord bless you: -- The Lord blesses you.

• The structure is corporate, the benediction itself is singular. This is typically biblical, the genius 
of the Body of Christ. It resolves the tension between the one and the many.

4. “The Lord bless you: -- The Lord’s gifts are vast and unmeasureable.

• To the Hebrew mind “blessing” was concrete and specific, and includes such things as human 
love, children, family, harvest, security.

• Psalm 145:16; 36:5-9; 103

5. “The Lord… keep you” – May the Lord protect you.

• Exod. 23:20; Josh 24:17 – the same word as “keep.”

6. “… the Lord make his face shine upon us” – May the Lord delight in you.

• The shining face of God is the supreme pleasure, intimate communion with God – Ps. 31:16.
• When his face shines on us, our faces “shine” too – 2 Cor. 3:18!

7. “… the Lord … be gracious to you.” – May the Lord forgive you.

• Aaron, the very man who led the disastrous rebellion in the desert (Ex. 32:35) is same man who 
pronounces this blessing! A forgiven sinner pronounces forgiveness to other sinners.

• Exod. 34:5,6

8. “turn his face towards” – May the Lord be pleased with you.

• For the Lord to set his face against someone is for him to disapprove of their behavior.

9. “… the Lord … give you peace.” – May the Lord give you deep inward satisfaction.

• Peace (shalom), like blessing is another comprehensive term: health, prosperity, inner 
tranquility, deep contentment.

10. “So they will put my name on the Israelites, and I will bless them.” -- He makes us his own.

• The Lord makes us his “treasured possession.” Exod. 19:5; 1 Pet. 2:9

 Memorize this prayer and you will always be prepared to pray the best for anyone you pray 
for. Thanks to Raymond Brown’s insightful commentary on this benediction (The Message of 
Numbers, from The Bible Speaks Today, InterVarsity Press).



STAFF 
• James Asselin – Pastoral Assistant – Worship
• Caleb Bagdanov – Youth Ministry
• Claire Bergthold – Children and Family Ministries
• Benji Bruneel – Lead Pastor
• Paige Chase – Children and Family Ministries
• Mario Cobian – Facilities
• Mandy DuPar – Youth Ministry
• Deana Gilman – Church Administration
• Brittney Grimshaw – Preschool Director
• Joanne Herdrich – Women’s Ministry
• Karen McLean – Executive Pastor
• Jim Nelson – Visitation, Pastoral Care
• Erin Patterson – Homegroups
• Carolee Peterson – Technical Administration
• Kathy Roberts – Accounts Receivable
• Katie Shara - Pastoral Assistant – Youth and College
• Donna Sugano – Children and Family Ministries
• Mike Willbanks – Lead Pastor

CHURCHES
• Isla Vista – Jason Lomilino
• Santa Barbara Greek Orthodox Church –Rev. Fr.  Peter J. Orfankos
• Salvation Army Christian Fellowship – Captains Philip and Lawry Smith
• St. Athanasius Antiochan Orthodox Church – Fr. Nicholas Speier
• St. Raphael’s Catholic Church

 
MISSIONS

 THE SUFFERING CHURCH
 NEPAL - Religious Nationalism and Intense Pressure -- Most of the persecution of Christians 

in Nepal comes from Hindu radical groups whose goal is to return Nepal to a Hindu state. 
Seen as betraying their ancestors’ faith, Christian converts from Hinduism continue to live 
under intense pressure, including Nepal’s anti-conversion laws. Before the adoption of a new 
constitution in 2015 that limits freedom of religion, the government didn’t drive persecution. 
On August 8, 2017, the Nepalese parliament also passed anti-conversion legislation—another 
sign of a deteriorating situation for Christians.

 “Taking the two extreme possible cases, and supposing at the one end of the scale a man that 
had everything but God, and at the other end a man that had nothing but God, do we live as 
though we believed that the man that had everything minus God is a pauper; and the other 
who has God minus everything is ‘rich to all the intents of bliss’?” Alexander MacLaren


