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PRAYING THE BOOK OF HEBREWS (2) - Hebrews 2:17-18

He Was One of Us

 1⁷For this reason he had to be made like his brothers in every way, in order that he might 
become a merciful and faithful high priest in service to God, and that he might make 
atonement for the sins of the people.  1⁸Because he himself suffered when he was tempted, he is 
able to help those who are being tempted.

 One way to approach this marvelous text is by opening a book on baby and child care and reading 
the index.  Try reading the list of childhood diseases and behavior issues, prefacing each reference 
with something like, “Jesus was susceptible to…” and read, whooping cough, colic, measles, 
mumps, colds; or, “Jesus may very well have…” sucked his thumb, been anxious when separated 
from his mother at 18 months, or contrary when two years old.  The purpose of this suggestion 
is not to be irreverent, but to open up the rich meaning in the phrase, “he had to be made like his 
brothers in every way” (v. 17).  True, the writer is speaking of much more than childhood issues.  
He has in mind the whole range of things that make up what it means to be a human being.  He 
was one of us.

 The point is, if you find it hard to pray because of shame or fear of judgment, this passage is good 
news for you.  Jesus is your brother.  He knows what it means to be a human being (cf. 2:14).  He 
knows what it’s like to be afraid and tempted and weak.  Because he was made like you in every 
way, he is inclined toward mercy, not censure.  

 He is also your high priest.  In Old Testament times, the high priest was the one who went into 
the holy place, stood before God on behalf of the people, and interceded for them.  As priest he 
was divinely sanctioned for the purpose; as human, he was emotionally suited for the purpose, for 
he was one of the people he represented.  He was, quite literally, a “bridge” between the people 
and God, who could pray for them with great sympathy.  That is Jesus, only more so!  As God’s 
Son, he is divinely sanctioned to speak to God on your behalf, as no earthly high priest could ever 
be.  As human, he understands your humanity as one who was human, from the inside out.  Put 
away shame and fear when you come to Jesus.  He knows all there is to know about you, from the 
inside; and he will be merciful.
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MISSIONS
THE SUFFERING CHURCH: KAZAKHSTAN

Surveillance, house arrests and church raids
 In Kazakhstan, religious freedom is restricted by legislation dating back to September 2011. and 

pressure from the authorities has been stepped up since 2015. The Kazakhstan government is 
constantly working to increase its control over society, which means increased surveillance, raids 
on meetings and arrests. It is illegal for non-registered churches to gather, forcing them to go 
underground; and any religious literature must be approved by the government.

How Christians are suffering
 Christians who have converted from Islam are the primary persecution targets of the state, as 

well as their families, friends and communities—including house arrests for long periods, physical 
violence and excommunication from their community. Some converts are locked up by their 
families for long periods, beaten and may eventually be expelled from their communities. Local 
mullahs also preach against them. Believers live under oppression because no religious activities 
beyond state-run and state-controlled institutions are allowed and unregistered churches are 
frequently raided and fined. Members of Protestant churches are particularly targeted because 

PRAY
Using the 4 “Rs”, pray Hebrews 2:17-18 into the Church and the world:

• Refect: What does it mean?
• Rejoice: What gives me reason to thank and praise God? A good way to think about thanks 

is being grateful for what God does. To praise him is to say “Wow” for who God is, his holy 
character and goodness.

• Repent: What in this text sheds light on sin in my life? Confess your sin.
• Request: Based on what I see here, what may I ask God to give and do? In the Church and in 

the World. Then ask!



they are regarded as a foreign influence aiming to destroy the current political system. Christians 
from Muslim backgrounds often keep their faith secret.

Examples of persecution
 In April 2019, a group of believers was arrested at a Kazakh airport for smuggling Christian 

literature into the country. They were taken to a police station and questioned. Some were 
quickly released, while others had to stay at the police station. At the end of July 2019, Kazakh 
Pastor Maximov was sentenced to five years in prison with confiscation of all the property; his 
wife Larisa was sentenced to four years. Police raided a birthday meal where members of Revival 
Church had gathered in the central city of Karaganda—after receiving a call saying an “illegal sect” 
was meeting. Church members were taken in for questioning and fined.


