
praying
AT HOME &
TOGETHER

santa barbara community church

WEEK OF August 9, 2020

PRAYING THE BOOK OF NUMBERS:  Praying Discouragement in the Wilderness

Numbers 11:4-35

4 Th e rabble with them began to crave other food, and again the Israelites started wailing and said, 
“If only we had meat to eat! 5 We remember the fi sh we ate in Egypt at no cost—also the cucum-
bers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic. 6 But now we have lost our appetite; we never see anything 
but this manna!” …. 10 Moses heard the people of every family wailing at the entrance to their tents. 
Th e Lord became exceedingly angry, and Moses was troubled. 11 He asked the Lord, “Why have you 
brought this trouble on your servant? What have I done to displease you that you put the burden of 
all these people on me? 12 Did I conceive all these people? Did I give them birth? Why do you tell me 
to carry them in my arms, as a nurse carries an infant, to the land you promised on oath to their 
ancestors? 13 Where can I get meat for all these people? Th ey keep wailing to me, ‘Give us meat to 
eat!’ 14 I cannot carry all these people by myself; the burden is too heavy for me. 15 If this is how you 
are going to treat me, please go ahead and kill me—if I have found favor in your eyes—and do not 
let me face my own ruin.” …. 16 Th e Lord said to Moses: “Bring me seventy of Israel’s elders who are 
known to you as leaders and offi  cials among the people. Have them come to the tent of meeting, 
that they may stand there with you. 17 I will come down and speak with you there, and I will take 
some of the power of the Spirit that is on you and put it on them. Th ey will share the burden of the 
people with you so that you will not have to carry it alone. …. 18 “Tell the people: ‘Consecrate your-
selves in preparation for tomorrow, when you will eat meat. Th e Lord heard you when you wailed, 
“If only we had meat to eat! We were better off  in Egypt!” Now the Lord will give you meat, and you 
will eat it. 19 You will not eat it for just one day, or two days, or fi ve, ten or twenty days, 20 but for 
a whole month—until it comes out of your nostrils and you loathe it—because you have rejected 
the Lord, who is among you, and have wailed before him, saying, “Why did we ever leave Egypt?”’ 
….21 But Moses said, “Here I am among six hundred thousand men on foot, and you say, ‘I will give 
them meat to eat for a whole month!’ 22 Would they have enough if fl ocks and herds were slaugh-
tered for them? Would they have enough if all the fi sh in the sea were caught for them?” …. 23 Th e 
Lord answered Moses, “Is the Lord’s arm too short? Now you will see whether or not what I say will 



Consider
• It’s ok to vent. 
•	 The	comfort	of	venting	to	god:	
•	 God’s	justice:	
•	 It’s	never	about	you,	it’s	about	god:	

New Testament Commentary on this Prayer:
•	 Colossians	1:24	--	Now	I	rejoice	in	what	I	am	suffering	for	you,	and	I	fill	up	in	my	flesh	what	is	
still	lacking	in	regard	to	Christ’s	afflictions,	for	the	sake	of	his	body,	which	is	the	church.	

•	 Philippians	3:10,11	--	I	want	to	know	Christ—yes,	to	know	the	power	of	his	resurrection	and	
participation	in	his	sufferings,	becoming	like	him	in	his	death	and	so	somehow	to	attain	to	the	
resurrection	of	the	dead.

A Prayer
	 Father,	anywhere	you	go,	I	want	to	be.		Anything	you	suffer,	I	want	to	share.		Thank	you	for	the	privilege	

of	the	hard	work	you	call	us	to	do.

ELDERS
•	 Benji	Bruneel
•	 Cameron	Carey
•	 Tamara	Erickson
•	 Krista	Frohling
•	 Patti	Hunter
•	 Rosemary	Maione
•	 Aaron	Marshall
• Dan Walker
•	 Mike	Willbanks

come true for you.” …. 24 So Moses went out and told the people what the Lord had said. He brought 
together seventy of their elders and had them stand around the tent. 25 Then the Lord came down in 
the cloud and spoke with him, and he took some of the power of the Spirit that was on him and put 
it on the seventy elders. When the Spirit rested on them, they prophesied—but did not do so again. 
…. 26 However, two men, whose names were Eldad and Medad, had remained in the camp. They 
were listed among the elders, but did not go out to the tent. Yet the Spirit also rested on them, and 
they prophesied in the camp. 27 A young man ran and told Moses, “Eldad and Medad are prophesy-
ing in the camp.” …. 28 Joshua son of Nun, who had been Moses’ aide since youth, spoke up and said, 
“Moses, my lord, stop them!” …. 29 But Moses replied, “Are you jealous for my sake? I wish that all 
the Lord’s people were prophets and that the Lord would put his Spirit on them!” 30 Then Moses and 
the elders of Israel returned to the camp …. 31 Now a wind went out from the Lord and drove quail 
in from the sea. It scattered them up to two cubits[b] deep all around the camp, as far as a day’s 
walk in any direction. 32 All that day and night and all the next day the people went out and gath-
ered quail. No one gathered less than ten homers. Then they spread them out all around the camp. 
33 But while the meat was still between their teeth and before it could be consumed, the anger of the 
Lord burned against the people, and he struck them with a severe plague. 34 Therefore the place was 
named Kibroth Hattaavah, because there they buried the people who had craved other food. 35 From 
Kibroth Hattaavah the people traveled to Hazeroth and stayed there. 



MISSIONS
THE	SUFFERING	CHURCH:	JORDAN
	 Discrimination	and	restrictions	--	Christians	in	Jordan	enjoy	a	relatively	high	level	of	religious	

freedom	but	still	experience	discrimination	in	employment	and	restrictions	against	public	
preaching.	For	example,	an	open	testimony	of	faith	by	a	Christian	convert	can	lead	to	physical	
violence,	arrest	and	even	death.	Radical	Islamic	movements	are	also	a	source	of	persecution	for	
Christians	and	Jordanians	of	other	faiths.	The	number	of	Jordanians	radicalized	by	ISIS	ideology	is	
rising,	which	puts	Christians	at	greater	risk	in	this	Middle	Eastern	country.

	 How	Christians	are	suffering	--	Islam	is	the	religion	of	the	state,	and	the	Jordanian	constitution	
gives	primacy	to	Sharia	law,	which	plays	out	in	issues	of	legal	rights	involving	a	Muslim	and	
inheritance	rights.	The	state	also	regards	children	under	18	years	old,	whose	father	has	converted	
to	Islam,	as	Muslims.	Christians	from	Muslim	backgrounds	often	keep	their	faith	a	secret	and	
meet	together	in	underground	churches.	However,	these	churches	are	often	monitored	by	the	
government.	If	their	conversion	is	discovered,	believers	often	face	pressure	from	their	families	
and	communities.	They	may	be	physically	attacked,	arrested	or	lose	custody	of	their	children.	
Conversion	from	Islam	is	not	officially	recognized.


