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WEEK OF SEPTEMBER 13, 2020

PRAYING THE BOOK OF HEBREWS (5) - Hebrews 6:19-20

19We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, firm and secure.  It enters the inner sanctuary behind 
the curtain, 20where Jesus, who went before us, has entered on our behalf.  He has become a high 
priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek.

The Anchor
 There are some things that will never change, and this is one of them.  Jesus “has become a high 

priest forever, in the order of Melchizedek” (v. 20).  We’ll get to the Melchizedek part.  Do you 
know what he is doing right now, this very moment, and will be doing forever?  Hint, turn the page 
and read 7:25: “he always lives to intercede.”  Right now Jesus is praying for you.  These things 
will never change: God will never lie, Jesus will never leave his side, and he will never stop praying 
for us.  Delight in that, if you can.  Better, start praying, for if you do you will answer what he is 
praying for you to do!

 The Old Testament Melchizedek (Gen 14:18-20) is seen here as a prefigurement of Jesus: without 
mention of parents, children, birth or death, he seemed to come on the scene out of nowhere, 
from heaven as it were.  Like Melchizedek,  Jesus is both king and priest – but unlike Melchizedek, 
he stands as king and priest forever.

 This hope – that he stands as king and priest forever -- serves as an anchor for the soul.  It’s 
probably a little confusing to visualize, but as an anchor is thrown out to secure a ship in its place, 
Jesus has gone behind the curtain of the Holy of Holies and stands there as high priest, for us.  
Nothing can move him from that place, and therefore nothing can move us from that hope (Ro 
8:38-39).  We are anchored in.  Early christians appreciated this so much, that the anchor, along 
with the fish and a ship, was one of its favorite symbols of the church.

 There is great comfort in this anchor, and great encouragement to pray.  We may feel tossed 
about by life’s storms, but we are anchored in.  We may be distracted and anxious in prayer, but 
we are anchored in.  We may lose all speech and lie mute in grief, but our anchor holds and our 
high priest lives to pray for us – and we are anchored in.
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MISSIONS
THE SUFFERING CHURCH: BRUNEI 

 • A view of Islam that consumes everything -- Converting away from Islam to Christianity is 
considered illegal and punishable by law. Known converts are not recognized as official citizens 
and can be legally separated from their spouse and children. Some Christian groups are not 
permitted as churches and must submit operational reports to the government every year. 
Strict Shariah law regulates all of society, including Christians.

• How Christians are suffering -- All churches, including registered ones, are monitored and 
restricted by the authorities. Non-traditional Christian communities cannot register as churches 

PRAY
Using the 4 “Rs”, pray Hebrews 2:17-18 into the Church and the world:

• Refect: What does it mean?
• Rejoice: What gives me reason to thank and praise God? A good way to think about thanks 

is being grateful for what God does. To praise him is to say “Wow” for who God is, his holy 
character and goodness.

• Repent: What in this text sheds light on sin in my life? Confess your sin.
• Request: Based on what I see here, what may I ask God to give and do? In the Church and in 

the World. Then ask!



but must register as secular organizations. Conversion is considered illegal, and believers from 
Muslim backgrounds come under intense pressure to return to their original faith.

• Examples -- As conversion from Islam is strictly opposed by Bruneian laws, known converts to 
Christianity will be separated from their spouse and children, and their spouse will be forced 
to divorce their partner. If converts are identified as such by the security department, they are 
threatened, to make them recant their Christian faith. Some Christians and members of other 
minority groups are not allowed official citizenship. This leads to a large group of stateless 
residents who are disadvantaged in many respects. Especially young people are leaving the 
country as they lack possibilities for the future. This affects churches as well, as potential next 
generation leadership is becoming scarce.


