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much noise. And the sound 
was heard far away.

For the older Jews who 
remembered what was in the 
past, this new—and noticeably 
smaller—temple was quite 
underwhelming. There was 
no way that this unimpressive 
structure could replace what 
they knew as “normal.” If this 
was the way things would look 
going forward, well then let the 
tears flow. 

But, a perspective of human 
comparison to the past isn’t 
the only possible way to look 
at seasons of uncertainty and change. Tucked away in one of the minor 
prophets we get a glimpse at another point of view on this same scenario. 
Instead of a human perspective rooted in nostalgia, the people of God 
were invited into a divine perspective rooted in hope and promise.

The prophet Haggai was a 
contemporary of Zerubbabel 
and those working to rebuild the 
temple. Through the prophet, God 
shared his perspective on the work 
project. Perhaps not surprisingly, 
the view from the top was not 
exactly like that of those looking on 
from ground-level.

God shares his promise-laden perspective on the work through Haggai. 
On the twenty-first day of the seventh month, the word of the Lord came 
through the prophet Haggai: 

Speak to Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, to Joshua son 
of Jozadak, the high priest, and to the remnant of the people. Ask them, 
‘Who of you is left who saw this house in its former glory? How does it 
look to you now? Does it not seem to you like nothing?’...This is what the 
Lord Almighty says: ‘In a little while I will once more shake the heavens 
and the earth, the sea and the dry land. I will shake all nations, and what 
is desired by all nations will come, and I will fill this house with glory,’ says 
the Lord Almighty. ‘The silver is mine and the gold is mine,’ declares the 

“Normal” is now nostalgia. Our 
dearly loved rhythms, structures, and 
routines…well, all of that is locked neatly 
away in 2019. Instead, we live in 2020 
navigating a context of constant change 
and ongoing uncertainty in the midst of 
a global pandemic that has disrupted 
every facet of life. But, in the midst of 
all the unsettledness and the completely 
reasonable longing for a return to the 
familiar, there is a subtle danger for our 
souls.

The book of Ezra tells the story of the 
return of a portion of the exiled people of 
God back into the land of Israel. Through 
divinely-orchestrated miraculous events, 
the king of Persia had agreed to allow 
some of God’s people to return to their 
ancestral homeland. One of the first 
orders of business for these returnees 
was to set about rebuilding the temple in 
Jerusalem as the centerpiece 
of their national and corporate 
worship, a task entrusted to 
the oversight of a man named 
Zerubbabel. Reconstructing 
the temple was a big deal…yet, 
as the work progressed, some 
assessed the work-in-progress 
as anything but a big deal.

Ezra 3:11-13 details the story:

And all the people gave a great shout 
of praise to the Lord, because the 
foundation of the house of the Lord was 
laid. But many of the older priests and 
Levites and family heads, who had seen 
the former temple, wept aloud when 
they saw the foundation of this temple 
being laid, while many others shouted for 
joy. No one could distinguish the sound 
of the shouts of joy from the sound of 
weeping, because the people made so 
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This issue of the Community News is filled with stories of 

your fellow spiritual family members who are working 

to see the possibilities and the promises of God in the 

midst of this challenging season of life. 

Lord Almighty. ‘The glory of this present house will be 
greater than the glory of the former house,’ says the Lord 
Almighty. ‘And in this place I will grant peace,’ declares the 
Lord Almighty” (2:1-3, 6-9).

From a heavenly viewpoint, the second temple would play 
host to far greater glory than the first temple. Even more 
significantly God promised peace—elusive shalom—as a 
feature of the new temple. So, “What,” you ask, “does any 
of this have to do with life in 2020?”

During their seemingly interminable years in exile, it’s 
easy to imagine that the Jews longed for a return not just 
to their homeland, but to their idea of “normal.” It’s easy 
to picture them asking each other, “So, how long do you 
think we will have to go on like this before we can return 
to normal?” This is the question that is, understandably, 
on so many of our minds these days, as well. Yet, that 
might be to miss the point.

By comparing the perspective 
of the older Jews in Ezra 3 with 
God’s perspective revealed in 
Haggai 2, we see that one danger 
of longing for a return to “normal” 
is that we just might miss what 
God is doing in the present 
and has promised to do in the future. Certainly, there 
were some present in Ezra’s account who celebrated, 
but notably they were not the ones with a long enough 
memory to recall how things used to be before the exile. 
The trouble with that approach, however, is that they 
were operating with selective memory. Sure, the previous 
temple complex may have been more spectacular, but 
idolatry and rebellion were spectacular, too—which is how 
they ended up in exile in the first place.

Those shedding tears in the midst of the second temple’s 
construction were indulging a dangerous nostalgia that 
confused form with function. Though the new temple 
might have had a different footprint than the first, the 
second temple served to fulfill the function that had always 
been the purpose of the temple complex: a place for God 
to meet with his people and have their sins forgiven. If 
this function had been at the center of the perspective of 
the older Jews of Ezra 3, they would have certainly joined 
their joyous voices with those around them.

As we long, appropriately, for the end of the COVID-19 
pandemic, we must remain watchful about the “normal” 
to which we long to return. Because, honestly, some of it 
isn’t coming back in the precise forms that we remember 

and treasure. So our task, as those who belong to a God 
who still commands a future full of hope, is to search out 
the lasting function and the possibilities in the new reality. 
Even in the midst of disappointment and loss, we can 
remain a people of confident hope because we belong 
to a God of promises and possibilities. Yet, let’s be real, 
it takes considerable effort to recognize possibility and 
promise where we are conditioned to only see loss. And, 
this is why we need to lean into one another now as much 
as ever. Which is why I’m excited that you’re reading the 
Community News right now.

This issue of the Community News is filled with stories 
of your fellow spiritual family members who are working 
to see the possibilities and the promises of God in the 
midst of this challenging season of life. There are accounts 
of those who have found unique ways to serve, those 
who are helping to pioneer new conversations around 
sensitive topics like politics and race, and much more! In 

a way, consider this a chance to catch up on some of the 
“sharing times” we’ve missed in our services since March!

As you read, it is my hope that you will have your 
imagination stoked to see anew the ways that the promise-
making God of Haggai 2 is at work in our world, even in 
a situation that may seem to many of us as uninspiring 
as the temple of Ezra 3 seemed to some who saw it. My 
prayer is that we will have eyes to see the God of great 
possibilities even in the disappointment and the courage 
to raise our voices in celebration of the One who remains 
unchangingly good and gracious even as all around us 
changes. It may just be that because of what we have 
gone through as a society, nation, and church family, the 
glory of the days ahead will be greater than the glory of 
the days past. If that’s what “normal” looks like, I can’t wait 
to get there alongside of you!
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Rock ’N Roll Rodeo
Donna Sugano, Pastor of Family Ministry
On a Monday in September, Children’s Ministry hosted a “Rock ‘N Roll Rodeo” in SBCC’s parking lot. Everyone had 
so much fun! Preschool-4th grade children brought their bikes and scooters and went through a fun course with 
challenges and obstacles through a courseway in the church parking lot. What great fun! Our amazing Children’s 
Ministry leaders offered cyclists pit-stop snow cones and popcorn to refresh themselves. A huge thank you to 
everyone who helped make this event a success! About 100 kids and parents came and we were thrilled to hear 
that it not only offered something fun for the kids to do, but it gave chiildren and parents alike the opportunity 
to see one another again, and to catch up and encourage one another during this time. There 
were several visiting families who came and we were glad to make some new friends, too. 
For those who already knew each other, it was a great reminder that we are a church family 
and we need each other! We look forward to offering more fun and COVID-safe events for 
families in the future! Visit the “Events” tab at www.sbcommunity.org/children for details.

http://www.sbcommunity.org/children
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Alpha and Omega:
Beginning and End.
Creator and the
Door to
Eternal life and love.
Faithful,
Gracious and Good,
Heavenly Father.
Immanuel: “God with us” who 

fights for
Justice.
King of Kings and
Lord of Lords and Love Love 

Love.

“Stand Up And 
Share”
Krista Frohling
A number of months ago, a good friend shared with 
me that when she can’t sleep, she alphabetizes 
some of God’s characteristics. This was a really great 
encouragement for me, because unfortunately, I also 
tend to wake up in the middle of night with worrisome 
thoughts and the desperate hope of being able to go 
back to sleep. I took her sharing as a challenge and 
have developed my own ritual of saying to God what I 
believe about him in a more organized and thoughtful 
manner. I vulnerably share with you the first half of 
my memorized ritual. The first half is the one I know 
the best because after praying it to God, I usually end 
up falling back to sleep (thank you, Jesus)...

Did You 
Know?..
... that Claire Bergthold and 
Payton Moore are engaged 
and will be getting married 
in Yosemite this October?

My soul finds rest in God alone; 

my salvation comes from Him. 

Psalm 62:1



6

Did You Know...
… that Betty Sullins just completed a book entitled 
Mission Nannys? It has been published by Christian 
Faith Publishing Company and is available to be 
purchased from Amazon. It is a great story of starting 
an organization called Mission Nannys where 
applicants were sent all around the world to help 
missionaries with childcare, cooking, and cleaning, 
and any duties that the missionary would need to 
allow time to continue spreading the gospel. So far, 
311 individuals have been sent to the field to help. 
Praise God you can now read all about it in this new 
Mission Nannys book.

Did You Know...
… that Kris and Jinnene Beck have eight grandchildren of 
which six, all boys (newborn, 8, 10, 12, 15, and 23), live 
in Sacramento? They have decided to move up there for 
a few years to be with them. They say, “We have felt led 
by God to be His disciples on a daily basis to share the 
Good News with our daughters, their husbands, and our 
grandkids. Prayers are welcome! We’ll be back!!”

The Lord is my light and my salvation;–whom 

shall I fear? The Lord is the stronghold of 

my life;–of whom shall I be afraid? Psalm 27:1

https://www.amazon.com/Mission-Nannys-Serving-missionaries-around/dp/1098043774/ref=sr_1_1?dchild=1&keywords=mission+nannys&qid=1601756066&sr=8-1
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Reflections on 
The Color of 
Compromise Book 
Group
Jennifer Matthews
I’d like to share my experience reading The Color of 
Compromise by Jemar Tisby with a group of others 
from SB Community Church.  When I heard 
about the study, I jumped at the opportunity to 
join. I needed to process the deaths of George 
Floyd and Breonna Taylor (among many others) 
with the people of God.  I had also been looking 
for an opportunity to press deeper into our value 
for biblical justice and reconciliation.  

I confess, I was nervous.  The Color of Compromise 
is uncompromising in its examination of the 
American Church’s complicity in racism and there 
was no shortage of lively conversation!  We 
started by sharing what brought us to the study.  
The vulnerability of the people in my group put 
me at ease.  Here was a group of people, from 
different backgrounds, who for various reasons 
were personally invested.  Together we looked 
at some of the ugliest chapters in the history 
of the American church.  We sat in the mess. 
We asked hard questions about our heroes and 
cherished institutions. We shared stories of how 
we or people we love, have been hurt by racism 
and injustice.  The study was a place for me to 
lay down some of the burdens I’ve been carrying: 
Who else cares? Who else wants to hear and know? 
What do we do? The group helped me see how 
God is stirring the hearts and minds of our 
congregation to desire justice and reconciliation. 
It was healing and energizing.  

I’m thankful for each person in that group and 
cautiously optimistic about the future.  The study 
was a great starting point but we have a lot of 
learning, listening, and understanding to do.  In a 
time when our country is in need of true justice 
and reconciliation, how will we join God in this 
work?

“Stand Up and Share”
Jalene Jayaraman
I’ve been learning that God safeguards our marriages 
as we faithfully pursue Him together. As our last 
child moved out of the house this fall, my husband 
Vijay and I began living in our “empty nest”. Though 
we miss our children and absolutely loved having 
them around, I’m so thankful for all those friends 
and marriage conference speakers through the years 
who encouraged and prepped us for this transition. 
They forewarned us that we needed to be continually 
paying attention to our marriage and growing as 
individuals so that we wouldn’t be strangers—or worse 
yet, enemies—when the day came. One of the most 
powerful things that has kept us close is working 
together in a shared ministry. For us, it was leading 
a homegroup in our house for 20 years.  Bringing 
new people into your life on a regular basis, praying 
together for them, caring for their practical needs, 
sharing meals, and doing it all in the supportive 
context of church life is a powerful marriage-builder, 
and it keeps your nest full…maybe not with your 
own children, but with the expansive family of God.
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My Spiritual 
Journey
Curtis Lin
My journey to know and accept Jesus into my life 
took 23 years. Growing up, whenever we had a 
free weekend, my brother and I would go to church 
with my Mom on Sundays. We weren’t able to 
go to church every Sunday since our weekends 
were almost always taken up with swim meets. 
However, when my brother and I would go, we 
would go to church because that’s what our mom 
wanted us to do, not because we wanted to go. 
When I was in Sunday school, I didn’t really pay 
attention or comprehend what was being taught 
to me, I was more focused on socializing with 
friends. I didn’t really know who Jesus was at the 
time or what he meant to me and my life; I just 
knew his name.  

It wasn’t until college that I got my act together 
and started heading down the right path. I met 
my wife Jill and she was able to be patient with 
me, with my questions, and with my struggles 
with Christianity in the beginning. I started going 
to church in San Luis Obispo, joined a small group 
there, and was willing to listen and learn. As I 
started learning more and more about Jesus, I 
accepted him into my life as my Lord and Savior, 
acknowledging that he died on the cross for my 
sins and rose on the third day. So, I am happy to 
say that I have been walking with the Lord for 6 
years now.

It was 2014 when I first accepted Jesus into my 
life. At that point I knew I had to get baptized 
because that is the one thing Jesus commands 
us to do. But even though I knew I should be 
baptized, I didn’t want to be baptized only 
because I don’t like being the center of attention 
in front of a large group of people. However, 
that didn’t stop me from being baptized because 
that’s what baptism is all about; going public with 
your faith. Baptism is about outwardly showing 
my inward acceptance of God and I was happy 
and excited to share it with my church family.

Santa Barbara Community Church has played a 

huge role in my life. First, Benji has been a big part of my life; 
marrying Jill and me, as well as baptizing me.  

Secondly, homegroup has made the biggest impact on me and 
my growth as a Christian. I have been part of my homegroup for 
three years now and we are all able to support, listen, teach, and 
pray for each other at all times, not just that one time during the 
week we meet. So, it has just been awesome to connect and go 
through life with all of them, no matter what life stage we’re in. 

Finally, the congregation. Everyone we’ve met made my wife 
and me feel comfortable and welcome here at church–which is 
why we came back Sunday after Sunday when we first moved to 
Santa Barbara in 2016. And so now, four years later, we are still 
coming back because Santa Barbara Community Church is our 
home church, and that started because of all you! 
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Acting on Convictions: The Colossian Forum
Rachel Winslow
For the last four years, I’ve been increasingly concerned with how polarized our country has become. In our 
neighborhoods, schools, and social groups we are less likely than ever to associate with people who differ from 
us politically, socially, and spiritually. 

As a Christian, I feel especially convicted. How am I part of the problem? Do I surround myself with people 
just like me? What opportunities have I taken to listen to divergent viewpoints? To approach conflict in gentle 
and loving ways instead of avoiding it? How can I love my enemies if enemies have become distant media 
abstractions instead of people who I work and live alongside everyday? 

When I first learned about this issue, my initial step was to read (academics are kind of predictable this way…). 
I did find a lot of compelling books on the topic that helped me to grow in empathy and understanding. Still, 
reading didn’t tell me what to do or how to change my behavior. I needed more concrete steps. 

Last fall, I learned about a group from western Michigan, called the Colossian Forum, that helps those in the 
church to do a better job of listening and talking to one another. I liked their vision—“for Christian communities 
to act as Christians, especially in the face of conflict”—and that they focused on prayer, worship, and spiritual 
practices in each small group session. This approach confirmed that approaching disagreements on a range of 
divisive topics was integrally bound up with our personal discipleship, not an “add-on” or “extra.” When I realized 
they had produced a series on “political talk” designed to help Christians “navigate political disagreements…in 
positive, redemptive ways,” I knew that this would be a more concrete way to act on my convictions. SBCC will 
be piloting a couple of these groups this fall and I’m grateful to be part of the experiment.

Please pray for me and the others participating: That we would not shy away from conflict. That we would 
not be afraid to talk through differences. And that we would be clothed with compassion, kindness, humility, 
gentleness, and patience as we learn how to better love one another. Maybe small efforts like these will help 
the church to model an alternative vision that witnesses to Christ’s love—a love that is big enough to pursue 
one another amid difference.

The Lord Himself goes before you and will be 

with you; He will never leave you nor forsake you. 

Deuteronomy 31:8
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God Knows The Plans He Has For Us – 
And Our Families
Lauretta Patterson
I can only imagine that I am standing up during our sharing time in the sanctuary, looking at all your 
faces and reading the expressions in your eyes and smiles. How I long for the day when we can be 
together again and share hugs, linger on the patio as we chat, and be mutually encouraged up close 
and personal. 

My tale of encouragement is very personal, and involves answered prayer disguised as unanswered 
prayer. It involves my little old mom who is 99 years old and lives in Minneapolis. Just as Covid-19 
was breaking out, she fell in her independent living apartment, and was rushed to the hospital with 
broken ribs and a fractured back. Needless to say, the family raced to make plans for her care, 
comfort, and her future living situation, knowing her independent days were at an end. It made me 
crazy to be out here in California, unable to help her in any tangible way.

In the days and weeks that followed, all five of us siblings were dismayed to see what was happening 
in hospitals and nursing homes because of Covid. She was in terrible pain, and no one could be with 
her. Because she is so deaf, we could not call her in the rehab center, which confused her and made 
her so sad. We all were devastated and could only pray. How we prayed. In the meantime, we made 
plans for her to go to a senior living facility upon her release. Angelic sisters-in-law cleaned out her 
apartment, packing up a lifetime of memories and scaling back her possessions. We prayed for her 
health and for open doors to move into a new residence.

It seemed that the Lord heard our prayers, and after several weeks, she had recovered enough to 
move to a senior care residence, but in a situation repeated across America, the doors to the senior 
residence were slammed shut to her. No new residents accepted during COVID! We had prayed— 
what happened? We thought our plans were so perfect! What could we possibly do? She couldn’t go 
back, she couldn’t go forward. We were stuck.

Then the lockdown happened in earnest. My brother Jon and his wife were suddenly required to 
move from high pressured work environments to work from home. Their hearts were prepared by 
the Lord through years of their own difficult circumstances to extend compassion and care to Mom 
by inviting her into their home. Their living room became her room; her bed replaced the couch. Their 
servant hearts served her, and the Lord continues to give them what they need to serve each day.

These many months down the road, we can only praise God for the healing and restoration in Mom’s 
body and spirit. We can only praise him for the gift of family unity and cooperation. We can only 
praise him for the unexpected answers to prayer that allowed Mom to enjoy her youngest son and 
his family, to see the many grandchildren and great-grandchildren who have been present in her new 
home. A recent visit to her doctor confirmed that she is indeed healthier than she was at this time 
last year by saying, “See you next year, Shirley!” 

Now, I realize this is not everyone’s story. Old age issues can be so tricky and dispiriting for families. 
Our family has experienced that side of it, too. But I will just say that God knows the plans he has for 
each of us and our families. Plans not to harm us, but to give us hope and a future. Sometimes the 
very best answer to prayer is the one we are not praying for.
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Did You Know...
… that when Karen Robertson was teaching school in Indonesia, she simplified 
Don Richardson’s iconic missionary story, Peace Child, to read to her Grade 4 
class? She kept reading it to her students after she and John moved to Malaysia. Later, 
she even read the simplified version to her students at Marymount in Santa Barbara. 
Recently, Pioneers mission agency and Sonlight Publishers asked to publish Karen’s 
adolescent-friendly version of Peace Child, and after adjustments, it is now in the process 
of getting ready for distribution. Look for her book in the SBCC library window in early 
2021!

Cast your cares on the Lord and He will sustain you. Psalm 55:22

Did You Know...
… that the sanctuary roof was found to have greatly needed 
repairs which though not dangerous, mandated our tearing 
out the ceiling to do the work? The timing is great since we 
have not been in need of inside spaces during the pandemic, 
but the repairs are complicated enough that we will not be 
able to use the sanctuary again until late 2020 or early 2021. 
We are so blessed to have a community of skilled people to 
fix our broken sanctuary ceiling?  Thank you, James Nguyen, 
Cory Van Elderen, Ben Ewart, David Chase and Cameron 
Carey!

Did You Know...
… that Lesley Miller helped organize 
a  Read-a-thon during the month of 
June to raise money for needy families 
through Querencia’s Esperanza Family 
Fund (www.querenciasb.org/esperanza-
family-fund)? Inspired by Coastline 
Christian Academy’s annual fundraising 
event, the fundraiser was a way to 
encourage kids to help their community 
while also learning. 70 local kids—many 
from SBCC—managed to read 78,403 
total pages. With prize donations from 
SBCC’s Children’s Ministry and Liam 
Murphy’s team at Hayes Commercial 
Group, the event raised nearly $13,000. 
Lesley said her initial goal was to raise 
$5,000 so when the donations kept 
pouring in she felt a huge sense of awe 
for how God can use kids to help those 
in need.

ROSS AND VICKI  LOKKEN

PAYTON MOORE

CURTIS L IN

Welcome New Members

At SB Community, we have always expected those 
who call Santa Barbara Community Church their 
church to be committed to the body, to every-
member ministry, and to mutual submission and 
unity. Together, we have the joy of celebrating 
when people decide to commit fully to God’s family 
here. Are you interested in learning more about 
membership? Please contact Deana Gilman at 
deana@sbcommunity.org or (805) 687-7797. 
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Did You 
Know?..
... Cary and Polly Matsuoka 
are leading a new ministry 
called Theodyssey (www.
theodyssey.org)?

The Lord is my strength, my shield from every 

danger; I trust in Him with all my heart. 

Psalm 28:7

Did You 
Know?..
… that Young Life is partnering 
with Santa Barbara Community 
Church to hold College Group 
at SBCC on Sunday evenings? 

Keeping Company With 
God 
Lesley Miller
I’ve always had difficulty with memorization. I remember locking myself 
in the cabin bathroom at Hume Lake Christian Camp during high 
school as I attempted to study for the scripture memory competition, 
but most of what I thought I knew was gone by the next morning. 
Many Christians talk about the importance of memorizing scripture. 
Over the years I’d become resigned to believing it to be an unattainable 
discipline. But last fall, after spending a few months studying Matthew 
11:28-30, I found that I’d accidently memorized the verses and in the 
process I’d been changed by the words. 

This time of pandemic has been one of simplicity in our home, but not 
a time of silence or quiet. With children needing our engaged attention, 
I’ve found it difficult to spend daily time studying my Bible or in focused 
prayer. Instead, this gift of scripture memory has been a way to regularly 
be in the Word. What’s worked for me is committing to one short verse 
each month. Instead of just memorizing it for the sake of memorizing 
it, like I used to attempt, I try to sit down with the passage and study it 
several times throughout the month asking God what He’d like me to 
pay attention to. Then, on the days when life is loud and full, I stand at 
my kitchen sink and toss the verse around in my head along with faces 
of those people or situations in my life that need God’s attention. I 
am re-learning that while I love my quiet and lengthy times alone with 
Jesus, He’s also present in the chores and the mess. 

Matthew 11:30 says, “keep company with me and you’ll learn to live 
freely and lightly.” Though there is much heaviness and uncertainty in 
our world, I’m certain that keeping company with Jesus can carry us 
through the hardest days. And, what a surprise for me to realize that 
scripture memory is a way to keep company with the God who deeply 
cares for us. 

(See “Staff Picks” for a recommended scripture memorization app!)

https://www.theodyssey.org/
https://www.theodyssey.org/
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I want to share about what God is doing in the hearts 
and minds of college students from what I was able to 
witness in leading a small group this summer. The group 
was initially formed in Fall of 2019 as a “Capax Dei” –one 
of Westmont College’s small groups offered through their 
Campus Ministry office. The group grew and shrunk over 
the course of the year as schedules busied and priorities 
shifted, but by March a core group formed of about five 
young women who were eager to continue to meet weekly 
over Zoom despite COVID. They studied Scripture and 
commiserated about online learning, missing college and 
suddenly living back at home. When the Spring semester 
ended in May the girls asked to continue to meet through 
the summer and I more than happily obliged. 

Over the summer we read Henri Nouwen’s Life of the 
Beloved, a book Nouwen wrote in an effort to convey the 
gospel message of God’s love for his people to someone 
from, and living in, a secular context. The book’s central 
idea, that we must cultivate an ability to hear God calling 
us his beloved son or daughter, is always timely and 
necessary but was especially so as these young people 
figured out how to stay motivated in their classes, stay 
connected to their friends, and live peacefully with their 
parents and siblings during a time where they would 
normally be experiencing a tremendous amount of 
autonomy and freedom. 

Reading this book in conjunction with scripture provided 
a window into the concerns, hopes, and longings held 

by college-aged people during this season. My primary 
observation was that being suddenly uprooted from one’s 
life at college and being transplanted back home caused 
confusion around one’s roles and identity. I sensed that 
behind what they shared in their highs and lows from their 
weeks, there lurked deeper, unvoiced questions of their 
worth and value as human beings. For example, “If being a 
Westmont College student is a central part of my identity 
right now but I’m not at Westmont, what can I find my 
identity in?” or, “I’m still my parents’ child but I’m doing 
tasks to help my younger siblings; does that mean I’m 
also a caretaker?” and, “If I’m not able to perform as well 
as I would like as a student, friend, cross country athlete, 
ministry leader, RA, am I still valuable? Am I still worthy of 
love?” Each time we met was a chance to remember God’s 
answer to those questions, to hear him saying, “You are my 
beloved daughter with whom I am well pleased.”  

It was a privilege to witness these young women wrestle 
with these questions and practice believing that God 
loves them. And while I mourned and was disappointed 
alongside them as they faced losing one more good thing 
after another, I wholeheartedly believe that God is using 
these extraordinary circumstances to draw young people 
into reliance on Him like never before.        

So I want to share about the hard work that these young 
women have been willing to do. They were willing to, as 
Paul says in Phillipians 3, count whatever gain they would 
have had in their college experience as loss for the sake 

College Students Face Change and 
Disappointment: Remember Your Identity In Christ
Katie Shara, High School Associate

Create in me a pure 

heart, O God, and 

renew a steadfast 

spirit within me. 

Psalm 51:10
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“Special Offering” Gives $53K For The Poor
In Paul’s second letter to the church in Corinth, he highlights the sacrificial faithfulness of the churches in Macedonia 
who, despite their own difficult circumstances, demonstrated generosity toward others. The Apostle writes, “And 
now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God has given the Macedonian churches. In the 

midst of a very severe trial, their overflowing joy and their extreme 
poverty welled up in rich generosity. For I testify that they gave as 
much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on 
their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing 
in this service to the Lord’s people” (2 Corinthians 8:1-4). A similar 
commendation could be offered to the people of SB Community.

Each year, through our Special Offering for the Poor, we have 
the privilege to partner alongside ministries that are working to 
bless those experiencing extreme poverty. And, year after year, 
our spiritual family has shown itself faithful, compassionate, and 
generous. Yet, because of the economic uncertainty caused by 
COVID, your church leadership simply didn’t know what response 
to expect for the August collection. But, like the Macedonian 
churches, your generosity welled up even in the midst of hardship 

in order to share in the service to the Lord’s people around the world. 

Church, through the August Special Offering, you gave $53,838.00 above 
and beyond your regular giving in order to bless our brothers and sisters 
in Christ around the world. These funds will be split between the ministry 
of Open Doors (such as pictured top left)—working with persecuted and 
suffering Christians around the world—and the Vivanco family’s (pictured 
bottom left) COVID relief fund—blessing economically impacted people 
through their network of churches in and around Mexico City. Through 
your compassionate and willing hearts, others will experience the love of 
Jesus in practical and tangible ways. It is humbling and a great joy to be a 
part of a church that responds to the concerns of others with such ready 
generosity. May we, like the churches of Macedonia, continue to live with 
compassionate and generous hearts, even as we navigate times of our 
own uncertainty, knowing that our God has promised his faithful presence 
in our lives as we seek to be a faithful presence in the lives of others.

of knowing Christ. They’ve been willing to acknowledge that dorm life, campus events, 
studying abroad, and other experiences that come with life in college are all great (and 
don’t get me wrong, they would rather be able to enjoy those experiences if they could) 
but are rubbish when compared to a relationship with Jesus. Their ability to hold fast to 
this truth strengthened my faith this summer.  

If you are a college student, know that before you are a student, friend, athlete, 
researcher, RA, Warrior, Gaucho, Vaquero or otherwise, you are God’s beloved son or 
daughter. If you are a parent or grandparent or friend of a college student, do whatever 
you can to speak to and remind them of their identity in Christ. Church, pray for 
college students, that God would continue to conform this generation into His image 
and maintain an open mind about what that process may look like. Young people are 
empathetic, compassionate, creative, and critical-thinkers, and I believe God is excited 
to use them to help build His kingdom in this season.

They were willing 

to, as Paul says 

in Phillipians 3, 

count whatever 

gain they would 

have had in 

their college 

experience as loss 

for the sake of 

knowing Christ. 
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“Stand Up and Share”
Susi Lamoutte
Over the past few months I’ve been working through meditations of Ignatius 
Loyola. Recently they have been from Matthew 26-27 which contain the last 
days of Jesus’ life. The point Ignatius makes is that Jesus became suffering 
incarnate. I seem to have always focused on the different parts of these chapters 
separately and never woven them into one event. It came to a point where Jesus’ 
life embodied suffering, and that was all for me, and for you. He was emotionally 
suffering, betrayed and abandoned by his closest friends. He suffered spiritually 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, struggling with his Father. He was exhausted, 
ridiculed and physically abused – I never noticed before that he was beaten in 
the head, presumably causing a concussion. All of this, all at once. I’ve known 
Isaiah 52-53 talked about the Messiah being the Suffering Servant, but this filled 
in that picture for me, and it has really sunk in to just sit with this reality. The 
book I am using is Sacred Listening, by James Wakefield.

Did You Know...
... that many new babies have been born during this quarantined period? 
The Wesolowskis welcomed Juna on February 28th; the Winslows 
welcomed Henry on March 15th; the Stoners welcomed Wren on March 17th; 
the Joneses welcomed Samuel on March 18th; the Burgners welcomed Olivia o n 
April 25th; the Wolfshorndls welcomed Teigan on April 27th; the Troyas welcomed 
Leo on May 30th; the Donalds welcomed Nadia on June 3rd; the Bakers welcomed 
Joshua on June 14th; the Esquedas welcomed Alexander on June 18th; the 
Cunninghams welcomed Oakley on June 24th; the Hammers welcomed Caleb on 
July 10th; and the Fairfields welcomed Brooks on June 25th. Congratulations, all! 
(Did you recently add a new member to your family not mentioned here? Let us 
know! Email Donna Sugano at donna@sbcommunity.org.)

The Lord your God is with you, 

He is mighty to save. He will 

take great delight in you, He 

will quiet you with His love. 

Zephaniah 3:17

mailto:donna%40sbcommunity.org?subject=


Psalm 16 (ESV)
¹Preserve me, O God, for in you I take refuge. ²I say to the 
Lord, “You are my Lord; I have no good apart from you.” 
³As for the saints in the land, they are the excellent ones, 
in whom is all my delight. ⁴The sorrows of those who run 
after another god shall multiply; their drink offerings of 
blood I will not pour out or take their names on my lips. 
⁵The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup; you hold my 
lot. ⁶The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places; indeed, 
I have a beautiful inheritance. ⁷I bless the Lord who gives 
me counsel; in the night also my heart instructs me. ⁸I have 
set the Lord always before me; because he is at my right 
hand, I shall not be shaken. ⁹Therefore my heart is glad, and 
my whole being rejoices; my flesh also dwells secure. ¹⁰For 
you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one 
see corruption. ¹¹ You make known to me the path of life; 
in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore.

Psalm 16 begins with a prayer for security (1), and ends 
with a celebration of the joy that comes from such security 
(9-11). It includes some of the tenderest expressions in 
the Bible of what Jonathan Edwards called, “sweet delight 
in God.” In between, David details all the ways God makes 
him secure and therefore joyful. This is a great psalm! 
The Apostle Peter preached from Psalm 16 on the Day 
of Pentecost, hailing it as a prophetic vision of Jesus’s 
resurrection. We will pray this delightful psalm back to 
God and into our lives, the church and the world, one 
section at a time, using the “4 Rs”: 

• REFLECT on the passage.
• REJOICE over the truth in it. Give thanks and 

praise.
• REPENT of any sin in your life that is revealed 

by what you read.
• REQUEST that God do what the passage says 

he wants to do.

The Security And Joy Of God Himself 
Read verses 1,2,5,6 aloud. Reflect, Rejoice, Repent and 
Request that their truth be true in you, the church and 
the world. “I have no good apart from you.” All good comes 
from God (James 1:17), and God is the only good (Ps 73:5). 
Even the gifts that God gives are good only because they 
are a little bit like the God who gave them. Paul would 
say that even the best, compared to Jesus, is rubbish (Phil 

3:8). To have everything but God is to be a pauper, and to 
have God minus everything is to be “rich to all the intents 
of bliss” (Alexander Maclaren).

“The Lord is my chosen portion.” In the Old Testament, the 
Levites, unlike the other tribes of Israel, owned no land. 
God was their portion. David speaks like a Levite. What 
portion of land, or any possession, could possibly compare 
to God? Think of all the people and things you love, and 
say to God of each, “everything good that I love is because 
of you!”

The Security And Joy Of God’s People 
Read verses 3 and 4 aloud. Reflect, Rejoice, Repent and 
Request that their truth be true in you, the church and the 
world. He says God’s people are those, “in whom is all my 
delight.” If God is your greatest joy, then his people will be, 
too. In the Bible it is never just, “Jesus and me.” It is also 
“Jesus and we.” We can say truthfully, God is all we need, 
as long as we know that he means to meet our needs in 
the community of faith he calls his people. Pray thankfully 
for his church.

The Security And Joy Of God’s Counsel 
Read verse 7 aloud. Reflect, Rejoice, Repent and Request 
that its truth be true in you, the church and the world. 
Note that God counsels. He doesn’t coerce. He doesn’t 
want mere compliance. He wants you. In Psalm 32, he 
urges us not to be like a horse or mule who need a bit and 
bridle to obey (Ps 32:8,9). It is better to be an obedient 
child of God than a domestic animal!

The Security And Joy Of God’s 
Faithfulness In Life And Death 
Read verses 8-11 aloud. Reflect, Rejoice, Repent and 
Request that their truth be true in you, the church and the 
world. So, David, and David’s greater son Jesus, sets the 
Lord always before him, and “shall not be shaken.” Because 
God is before him, nothing can get to him without first 
passing through God. Everything that comes his way must 
first pass through God’s heart. God works in all things for 
the good of those who love him (Rom 8:28). Imagine Jesus 
facing the cross and praying this psalm, as he undoubtedly 
did. What he suffered on the cross he suffered for the 
sake of joy, confident that God would not abandon him to 
the grave (Heb 12:1,2).

Celebrating The Joy That Comes From 
Security In God!
Ben Patterson faithfully leads corporate prayer each Wednesday morning. Not everyone, however, is able to participate. 
Here is a prayer sheet from earlier in the year to use on your own or with your family, offering the opportunity to rejoice in 
God’s care for us! Archived prayer sheets can be found at www.sbcommunity.org/online. 
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Staff Picks
James Asselin
The Bible Memory App. The first stage of grief is denial, and in this season I’ve found myself running 
to my (de)vices more often than I’d like to admit as an escape from the drone of what has come to 
be “normal”. I know it’s not healthy, but I still do it. Whether it’s on a lunch break, between chores at 
home, or a... let’s just call it “personal” break, scouring the internet for inspiration for my next EPIC 
camping trip, catching up on the news I just HAVE to know, or checking ESPN to see what Stephen 
A. Smith has to say about who even cares what – the unstructured time I’ve spent on my phone 
doing nothing particularly helpful adds up. And, I kind of hate that. I’m thanking God that I came 
across this app that helps me memorize scripture. It fills my head, and eventually my heart, with the 
word of God and I find that my prayer life also benefits from having Psalms and the words of Jesus 
on the tip of my tongue. It’s nothing fancy, but it sets up a schedule for me to review the verses I’ve 
memorized. Algorithms! So, in this way, my phone becomes a tool rather than a vice. And I kind of 
like that. 

Donna Sugano
Thou Shalt Not Be A Jerk: A Christian’s Guide to Engaging in Politics by Eugene Cho. This is an 
important book for us all to read as we approach the elections in November. Pastor Eugene Cho 
helps Christians think through how to thoughtfully engage in politics in a way that pushes us to 
keep our primary allegiance to God. The first chapter was incredibly helpful and challenging and you 
would get a lot out of it even if that was all you had time to read. If you have a local library card you 
can listen to it for free on the Hoopla app! 

Joanne Herdrich
People To Be Loved by Preston Sprinkle. With a tone of love and compassion and a high view of 
scripture, Preston Sprinkle challenges us to evaluate how we interact with and care for LGBT people 
among us. 

Katie Shara
Garden City by John Mark Comer. Meditative and practical, Garden City explores how Christians can 
rediscover a true understanding of work and rest and what it means to glorify God in all that we do. 

Benji Bruneel
Human(Kind) by Ashlee Eiland. Looking through the lens of many of her own life experiences, Ashlee 
Eiland goes looking for instances of God’s character on display in her life and the lives of others. Sometimes 
heart wrenching, often poignant, and always insightful, Ashlee’s words encourage her readers to more fully 
live out the character of God in the places where he has placed us to represent him. 
 
Paige Chase
Meet Generation Z: Understanding and Reaching the New Post-Christian World by James Emery 
White. This book takes a look at characteristics of Generation Z,which is made of individuals who were 
born between 1995 and 2010. He assesses the condition of their spirituality and offers suggestions on 
how the church can best engage with this generation. 

Mike Willbanks 
The Kingdom Life: A Practical Theology of Discipleship and Spiritual Formation. This book was given 
to me as a gift- and what a gift it has been. (Thank you Don!) Each chapter is written by a different Christian 
leader on different aspects of our spiritual formation. As the title suggests, it is not just informational... it’s 
honest and practical. If you are looking for something that will help you re-engage with a pattern of life that 
will help you become like Jesus, this is a great book for you! 
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Giving to SB Community Church
• Text “sbcommunity app” to 77977 to download our church app. Click 

the “GIVE” button at the bottom to easily make a single or recurriing gift.
• Set up a recurring electronic gift through your bank.
• Visit www.sbcommunity.com/give.
• Mail checks to SBCC at 1002 Cieneguitas Rd, Santa Barbara, CA 93110.

Questions? Email Kathy Roberts, kathy@sbcommunity.org

Giving in 2020
Every December, we set a budget for our church 
family with details on what we plan to spend 
our resources should God provide, as we expect 
and hope he will.  Who would’ve guessed last 
December, though, that 2020 would be a year like 
no other?  As we head into the last quarter of this 
year, we want to share a picture of where we are 
financially up to this point.  The elders review the 
giving each week, and the dashboard each month, 
and take seriously the call to steward our resources 
well. As you will see from the financial dashboard, 
there is some good news.  To start, we’ve been 
able to raise over $80,000 in our two “Special 
Offerings for the Poor.”  Praise God, and well done, 
Church!  You’ll also notice that even though our 
total income is below where we were hoping to 
be, due to the pandemic our expenses have also 
been much lower than expected.  As such, we’ve 
still received more 
than we’ve spent.

But, if you look at 
the historical giving 
analysis, you’ll also 
see that in the last 
couple months our 
giving has taken a 
dip.  In light of this, we 
simply want to give a 
reminder that it is not 
only our own local 
ministry activities, but 
our significant mission 
partnerships around 
the world which are 
affected by your giving.

We realize that for 
some of you, the pandemic has affected your 
ability to give what you would otherwise have 
given.  We also continue to believe that our budget 
represents important priorities and commitments 
that are attainable for a church of our size and 
resources, even during such an unusual year.  So, 
as we head into the fourth quarter, let’s finish 
strong and continue to press on in faith and 
generously respond to all that God has given us!  If 
you have any questions, please feel free to reach 
out to your elders at elders@sbcommunity.org.

The above graph represents giving by month for the past six years.  
The vertical bars show monthly giving by year.

The horizontal line shows the average  monthly giving over the past six years.

(Special Offering for the Poor is not included above.  That is collected in February and August.)
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S B  C O M M U N I T Y C H U R C H :  H I S TO R I C A L G I V I N G A N A LY S I S
as of September 30, 2020
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2020 TOTAL

Actual Budget Variance BUDGET

Income

Giving 1,857,764 2,126,426 (268,662)

Other Income 4,377 0 4,377

Total Income $1,862,141 $2,126,426 ($264,285) $2,835,236

Commitments

SBCC Ministries 1,137,506 1,305,764 168,258 1,743,436

Missions 564,793 641,602 76,809 806,800

Building & Property 74,823 97,751 22,928 285,000

Total Expenses $1,777,123 $2,045,117 $267,994 $2,835,236

Net Income $85,018 $81,309 $3,709 $0

S p e c i a l   O f f e r i n g   f o r   t h e   P o o r: $97,060

Santa Barbara Community Church
F I N A N C I A L  D A S H B O A R D

as of September 30, 2020

January - September 2020

The above graph represents giving by month for the past six years.  
The vertical bars show monthly giving by year.

The horizontal line shows the average  monthly giving over the past six years.

(Special Offering for the Poor is not included above.  That is collected in February and August.)
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CLICK TO GIVE

https://pushpay.com/g/sbcommunity?src=hpp
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Community Life Bulletin Board

https://www.sbcommunity.org/college/
http://www.sbcommunity.org/online
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/santa-barbara-community-church/id1092340846
https://www.sbcommunity.org/college/
https://www.sbcommunity.org/men/
https://www.sbcommunity.org/online/


MORE ABOUT SANTA BARBARA COMMUNITY CHURCH

Download our church app, login to Community Connect, follow us on Instagram, or visit 
www.sbcommunity.org for information about what we believe, church life, missions, service times, 

ministries within our church body, sermons, small groups, classified listings, staff and elder contact details, 
events, outreach, and more. 

Contact SB Community at (805) 687–7797 (Office) or 1002 Cieneguitas Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93110
Sunday Services are on-campus and live-streamed at 9am and 11am. Recorded services are on YouTube.

https://www.sbcommunity.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Screen-Shot-2020-09-03-at-12.39.46-PM.png
https://www.sbcommunity.org/community-connect/
https://www.instagram.com/sbcommunity_church/
http://www.sbcommunity.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCuBsRqDcG-pe9AxJ5nA-mvQ
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