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WEEK OF DECEMBER 2, 2020

ADVENT 1 • PSALM 2 (NIV) • THE SON

1 Why do the nations conspire and the peoples plot 
in vain? 2 The kings of the earth take their stand 
and the rulers gather together against the Lord 
and against his Anointed One. 3 ”Let us break 

their chains,” they say, “and throw off their 
fetters,”

4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs 
at them. 5 Then he rebukes them in his anger 

and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 6 ”I have 
installed my King on Zion, my holy hill.”

7 I will proclaim the decree of the Lord:

He said to me, “You are my Son, today I have become 
your Father. 8 Ask of me and I will make the 

nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth 
your possession. 9 You will rule them with an 
iron scepter; you will dash them to pieces like 

pottery.”

10 Therefore, you kings, be wise; be warned you rulers 
of the earth. 11 Serve the Lord with fear, and 

rejoice with trembling. 12 Kiss the Son, lest he be 
angry and you be destroyed in your way, for his 
wrath can flare up in a moment.  Blessed are all 

who take refuge in him.

“If you find the godless world hating you, remember it got its start hating me. If you lived on the 
world’s terms, the world would love you as one of its own. But since I picked you to live on God’s 
terms and no longer on the world’s terms, the world is going to hate you…. If they beat on me, they 
will certainly beat on you.” John 15:18, 19, 20b 

“Christmas is not about the living God coming to tell us everything’s all right…. about Jesus 
speaking the truth and everyone saying: ‘Of course! Why didn’t we realize it before?’ It is about 
God shining his clear, bright torch into the darkness of our world, our lives, our hearts, our 
imaginations—and the darkness not comprehending it. It’s about God, God as a little child, 
speaking words of truth, and nobody knowing what he’s talking about.” N. T. Wright

“The Lord is a warrior; Yahweh is his name” (Exodus 15:3, New Living Translation)

“But isn’t it true that ‘God is love?’…. God is a lover, not a warrior, right? No, God is a lover who is 
a warrior.” Peter Kreeft

“God is not nice. God is not an uncle. God is an earthquake.” Abraham Heschel
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MISSIONS
THE SUFFERING CHURCH – RUSSIAN FEDERATION
Christian groups face surveillance:  In Muslim-dominated regions in Russia, Christians who have 

converted from Islam often bear the brunt of persecution at the hands of family, friends and 
community members. In some areas where conservative Islam is dominant, believers must keep 
their faith secret for fear of being executed. Throughout the country, unregistered churches active 
in evangelism may face obstructions in the form of surveillance and interrogation by the local 
authorities.

How Christians are suffering: Much of the pressure on Christians in Russia comes from the 
government imposing restrictive legislation. Since the implementation of the anti-terrorist 
Yarovaya laws, the level of surveillance of all non-Orthodox Christian churches has increased. As 
a result, Christian activity is often under state surveillance, and church services are sometimes 
raided by security forces. Christian converts in the radicalized Muslim regions of the Caucasus 
face immense pressure from family, friends and local community to renounce their faith. Out of 
fear, converts often do not even attempt to go to church meetings. Some have been forced to flee 
or find refuge in safe houses.

Recent examples of persecution:  At least 14 Christians were arrested, including four Christians who 
worked in a rehabilitation center for drug addicts and were sentenced to five-to-eight years 
imprisonment. Five missionaries in Chechnya were detained several times, harassed and later 
deported from Chechnya. At least 10 churches were attacked and/or forcibly closed.


