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Matt hew 13:1-8, 8-13 (NIV)

1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat 
by the lake. 2 Such large crowds gathered around him 

that he got into a boat and sat in it, while all the people 
stood on the shore. 3 Then he told them many things 

in parables, saying: “A farmer went out to sow his seed. 
4 As he was scatt ering the seed, some fell along the 

path, and the birds came and ate it up. 5 Some fell on 
rocky places, where it did not have much soil. It sprang 
up quickly, because the soil was shallow. 6 But when 
the sun came up, the plants were scorched, and they 
withered because they had no root. 7 Other seed fell 
among thorns, which grew up and choked the plants. 

8 Sti ll other seed fell on good soil, where it produced a 
crop—a hundred, sixty or thirty ti mes what was sown. 

9 Whoever has ears, let them hear.”

18 “Listen then to what the parable of the sower 
means: 19 When anyone hears the message about 

the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one 
comes and snatches away what was sown in their 

heart. This is the seed sown along the path. 20 The 
seed falling on rocky ground refers to someone who 

hears the word and at once receives it with joy. 21 But 
since they have no root, they last only a short ti me. 
When trouble or persecuti on comes because of the 

word, they quickly fall away. 22 The seed falling among 
the thorns refers to someone who hears the word, but 
the worries of this life and the deceitf ulness of wealth 
choke the word, making it unfruitf ul. 23 But the seed 
falling on good soil refers to someone who hears the 

word and understands it. This is the one who produces 
a crop, yielding a hundred, sixty or thirty ti mes what 

was sown.”

PRAYING MATTHEW 13
• Thank God for making himself known through his Word
• Declare the ways in which God’s kingdom is disti nct from the kingdoms of the world
• Pray that the message of the kingdom would capture the hearts of God’s people and that the 

result would be great fruitf ulness
• Pray for faithful scatt ering of the seed of God’s Word by those serving at SBCC and other local 

churches and for confi dence in the power of God’s Word
• Pray for perseverance for those facing “trouble,” “persecuti on,” or “the worries of this life.”
• Pray for missionaries and organizati ons to faithfully cast the seed of God’s Word
• Pray for the persecuted global church as they face diffi  culti es that would threaten their growth
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MISSIONS
The Suffering Church – ETHIOPIA
In Ethiopia, all Christian communities are targeted by radical Islamists—particularly where the Christian 
community is in the minority—but some denominations are more heavily targeted. In 2019, the country 
saw a rise in communal violence, which displaced millions of people. In some areas, Christians are 
denied access to community resources and/or are ostracized from society. In some regions, such as 
Ogaden, Islamic mobs have been known to attack churches.

• Pray for converts to Christianity who are ostracized and denied family rights.
• Pray the government will not continue to shift toward more restrictions.
• Pray God will equip the church to find ways to witness to their neighbors.


