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ADVENT 3 • PSALM 8 (NIV) • GOD INCARNATE

(1)O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 
the earth!

 
You have set your glory above the heavens.  (2)From 

the lips of children and infants you have ordained 
praise because of your enemies, to silence the foe and 

the avenger.
 

(3)When I consider your heavens, the work of your 
fingers, the moon and stars which you have set in pl   
ace, (4)what is man that you are mindful of him, the 

son of man that you care for him?  (5)You made him a 

little lower than the heavenly beings and crowned him 
with glory and honor.  

 
(6)You made him ruler over the works of your hands; 
you put everything under his feet; (7)all flocks and 

herds, and the beasts of the field, (8)the birds of the 
air, and the fish of the sea, all that swim the paths of 

the seas.
 

(9)O lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all 
the earth!

C. S. Lewis: Man’s Greatness, from The Weight of Glory -- It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible 
gods and goddesses, to remember that the dullest and most uninteresting person you can talk to may one 
day be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, or else a horror and a 
corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a nightmare. All day long we are, in some degree, helping 
each other to one or other of these destinations. It is in the light of these overwhelming possibilities, it is with 
the awe and the circumspection proper to them, that we should conduct all our dealings with one another, 
all friendships, all loves, all play, all politics. There are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere 
mortal. Nations, cultures, arts, civilisations—these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of a gnat. But 
it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and exploit—immortal horrors or everlasting 
splendours. This does not mean that we are to be perpetually solemn. We must play. But our merriment must 
be of that kind (and it is, in fact, the merriest kind) which exists between people who have, from the outset, 
taken each other seriously—no flippancy, no superiority, no presumption. And our charity must be a real and 
costly love, with deep feeling for the sins in spite of which we love the sinner—no mere tolerance, or indulgence 
which parodies love as flippancy parodies merriment. Next to the Blessed Sacrament itself, your neighbour is 
the holiest object presented to your senses. If he is your Christian neighbour, he is holy in almost the same way, 
for in him also Christ vere latitat—the glorifier and the glorified, Glory Himself—is truly hidden.
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MISSIONS
THE SUFFERING CHURCH – 
CAMEROON
TARGETED IN NORTHERN CAMEROON -- 
Though Cameroon is majority Christian, the 
country is divided—in parts of northern Cameroon 
that are dominated by Islam, Christians are a 
distinct minority. For believers here, converting 
from Islam to Christianity can carry significant 
risks from family and community. There have 
been cases of Christian children being forced by 
non-Christian relatives to attend Islamic classes. 
Women who convert to Christianity can be 
coerced into marriage with non-Christians, and 
face the danger of abduction.

Additionally, northern Cameroon lies in an area 
subject to Boko Haram violence. The Islamic 
extremist group carries out periodic attacks 
in the region, targeting Christians and other 
minority groups. Church activities have been 
hindered or disturbed in these areas. Due to 
the displacement of people, churches have not 
been able to function normally in those parts of 
the country. In predominantly Muslim parts of 
the country, radicalization is setting in. In other 
areas, government security injunctions have set 
heavy restrictions on church activities. Cameroon 
was not on the 2019 World Watch List. But a 
combination of factors pushed the country into 
the top 50 this year. Boko Haram’s attacks along 
with government interference—the country is 
essentially a dictatorship—mean the restrictions 
and threats for Christians are growing. There is 
also significant corruption in the country.

HOW CHRISTIANS ARE SUFFERING -- Muslims 
in Cameroon are severely hindered if they want 
to convert to Christianity, and in predominantly 
Muslim parts of the country, there has been a 
process of radicalization. Converts from Islam 
are threatened when Bibles or other Christian 
literature is found in their possession. Converts 
are not free to express their faith or Christian 
opinions, be it to immediate family members or 
others, since doing so exposes them to grave 
risk. Christians with a Muslim background in 
the northern part of the country face additional 
difficulties; for instance, there have been cases 
of Christian children in the north being forced by 
non-Christian relatives to attend Islamic classes. 
Many Christians with a Muslim background face 
problems with local communities in remote areas 
in the northern regions. Female converts are 
coerced into marriage with non-Christians and 
face the danger of abduction by Boko Haram.

Examples -- In October 2019, a Bible translator 
was murdered by suspected Islamic militants in 
his home in the Wum region. This was the second 
Bible translator to be attacked and killed within 
two months. On July 29, 2019, according to other 
sources and Christian charity Barnabas Fund, 
Boko Haram militants cut off the ears of at least 
three Christian women after snatching them from 
their homes during a night-time raid on a mainly 
Christian town in the far north of Cameroon.


